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From the Pastor
I begin with thanks to Marion Moline and Jeanne Emmons for much of the information
in my letter comes from their publication of 2000, Augustana Lutheran Church: A Brief
History.
February 16, 1890 is an important date in the history of our congregation. It was on
this day that “new” Swedish Evangelical Augustana Lutheran Church building at 6th and
Court streets was dedicated. Based on specifications and drawings of Charles P. Brown,
a locally significant architect, and the member’s Swedish traditions, a building committee was organized on
January 1, 1889. The committee approved the specifications and set the date of April 16, 1889 to begin construction. The church was built with the labor of its members who included carpenters, a bricklayer, a contractor, marble workers, a painter, and various laborers.
It was one year later that the Gothic Revival architecture building was ready to be dedicated. This style
was chosen by the members of Augustana perhaps because the style reminded the immigrants of the
churches of the homeland. Augustana Lutheran Church is one of Sioux City’s prime examples of the Gothic
Revival style, with its pointed arches, its 39 foot high vaulted ceilings, and the bright illumination of its ten 14foot tall double lancet stained glass windows. It is reminiscent of the king’s church, Riddarholmskyrkan of
Stockholm (ca. 1250), especially in its use of cast iron, its 115 foot tall spire, and its weathered brick façade.
We have had fun putting together a liturgy for the 10:15 service using hymns and liturgical settings from
two Augustana Synod hymnals, one copyrighted 1901 and other 1925. Our freestanding altar will be removed
from the chancel and our two credence tables will be placed in front of the reredos (high altar) to serve as our
communion table. I am making my own preaching bands (you’ll need to come to worship that day to see what
that means if you don’t already know) along with a cassock and surplice. These were the liturgical vestments
of the late 19th century

Ash Wednesday
There were be two opportunities to worship at Augustana on Ash Wednesday, February 18—11:00 AM
and 7:00 PM. Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion will take place at both services.
In this day’s gospel Jesus cautions us against public acts of piety—on the one day of the year we leave
worship with a visible smudge on our foreheads, reminding everyone we see that we have been to church.
What are you supposed to do, wipe the ashes off before stepping outside? Do you leave them on only to
have the cashier at the grocery store say, “You’ve got something on your forehead”?
Of course Jesus does not tell us to refrain from all acts of public piety. What Jesus seems concerned
with is the why, not the what. Why do you pray in public? Why do you give alms? Why do you fast? If appearing faithful is a way to build yourself up before others, then it is not faithfulness but hypocrisy. On the other
hand, if praying over a meal in a restaurant is something you do because praying at meals is part of your
faith, by all means bow your head and pray.
As the season of Lent begins each year, God's people are invited to take on three great disciplines:
prayer, fasting, and alms-giving. You hear the invitation to prayer, fasting, and alms-giving in the reading
from Joel. Jesus' words in the gospel remind us that our acts of faithfulness always
come as a response to God's gifts. Remembering this gives a note of humility to all we
do. Piety is not something to brag about. Piety is not something to be proud of. Piety is
but acknowledgment of the one who first gave us everything.
(From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#40629.)
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Mission Team
Social Concerns Team
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During the past year the Social Concerns Mission Team of Augustana Lutheran Church sponsored
eight benevolence projects to provide resources for our community.
 Souper Bowl of Caring raised $387 plus several items of canned goods. Cash was used to provide
food for the needy through Interfaith Resources and canned goods were given to the St. Thomas
Food Pantry for distribution. Nationwide in 2014, Souper Bowl of America 7,547 groups collected
$8,409,928.00, helping 6,477 charities across the country.
 Food Drive– an option this year was to donate money, which the food pantry could use to buy food
from the Food Bank at 18 cents/pound were collected and donated to the St Thomas and First Lutheran Food Pantries. $370 plus many food items were collected for the local food pantries
(providing approximately 3,000 lbs. of food for the pan tries)
 Personal care items for Personal Care Cupboard at First United Methodist Church.
 -School supplies for Irving School.
 -Toiletry items sent to troops in an effort to Support our Troops.

Interfaith Food Festival, baking fifty loaves of bread to participate in the Festival. Receipts of this
event were distributed through the Center to assist in providing food, prescription drugs, heating assistance and children's needs.
 -Mittens, caps, and underwear for Irving School students.
 Giving Tree provided gifts for persons through the Crittendon Center.
The ongoing "Quarters for Hunger" (loose quarters in offering plate the first Sunday of each month)
provided food through World Hunger. A total of $508 was collected in 2014. "God loves a cheerful giver"
An offering for "Loaves and Fishes" (which supports the local Food Bank) collected $110.50. The children’s weekly offering provided $147.40, which was donated to the Food Bank of Siouxland for their
Backpack Program.
Crop Walk: Fourteen members from Augustana walked and raised $879. These funds provides food for
the hungry of Siouxland.
Bible sticks for servicemen and women $505.
Food Bank of Siouxland (Children's offering) $550. Synod Disaster Relief collected $215.
Twenty-nine faithful members prepared and served eight meals during the year at the Soup Kitchen.
Seven volunteers have been involved in the Eucharistic Ministry taking communion to shut-ins following
the communion service.
Thanks to everyone who contributed and supported these programs through the year, without your
support it could not happen. Your support has been great. It is truly a joy to make deliveries to agencies
throughout the year and know that WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
Please let us know if you are interested in serving in any of these ministries.
"Inasmuch as you have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me" Matt
25:40
Social Concerns Team: Linda Nygard, Marion Erickson, Phyllis Van Evera, Dick Hettinger.
Representative to Interfaith- Nancy Van Meter.
Giving Tree Coordinator -Cindy Welp
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Presentation of Our Lord
Forty days after the birth of Christ we mark the day
Mary and Joseph presented him in the temple in accordance with Jewish law. There a prophetess named
Anna began to speak of the redemption of Israel when
she saw the young child. Simeon also greeted Mary and
Joseph. He responded to the presence of the consolation of Israel in this child with the words of the Nunc
dimittis. His song described Jesus as a “light for the nations.”
Because of the link between Jesus as the light for
the nations, and because an old reading for this festival
contains a line from the prophet Zephaniah, “I will
search Jerusalem with candles,” the day is also known
as Candlemas, a day when candles can be blessed for
the coming year.
(From Sundays and
Seasons.com. Copyright
2015 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License
#40629.)
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Souper Bowl
We are joining congregations across the
country to eradicate hunger in Siouxland and in
the world. All donations
will be given to Interfaith
Resources Food Task
Force and canned goods will be donated to
the Food Pantry at St. Thomas Episcopal
Church to feed the hungry of Siouxland.

2014 Participation Totals:
$8,452,285 cash and food items collected
7,638 participating groups
6,515 charities helped
$4,996,022—1,593,875 food items
1,862,388 pounds of food
Last year Augustana Lutheran Church
had a record offering for Souper Bowl of
Caring by collecting $387. Can we top that
this year on February 1?

Remember in Prayer
Jay Anliker (Oliviers’ nephew), Robert Barger (Kris Whitsel’s grandfather), Bill Bean
(Jean Huff’s friend), Emrich Bell (Seaton’s grandson), Oriah Boling-Ellens
(Schossows’ niece), George Burg, Dawn Cannon (Fred Hexom’s cousin), Charlene
Epis (Elaine Kreutzian’s sister), Darrell Elvik (Ollie Nygard’s cousin), Jeff Emerson,
Ken File (Sheila Schossow’s father), Catherine Goertz (Lois Daniels’ mother), Kris
Grunig (Strohbeens’ friend), Alex Hammer (great-nephew of Sue Levay and Mary Hettinger), Jon Hanson
(Judy Swanson’s friend), John Hart, Paula Hebron, Ron Houske (Jack Ward’s friend), Theresa Krusko
(Shelley Hexom’s mother), Katy Krznarich (Shelley Hexom’s great aunt), Kim Lundgren (Pat Bergstrom’s
niece) Kenneth McAlexander (Jon’s grandfather), Sara McAlexander, Trevor & Nicholle Mammen and family
(Deb Fegenbush’s family), Jean Midland, Eleanor Moline, Marion Moline, Denise Nurse (Robinson’s cousin),
Norma Parker, Millie Peterson, Wendy Pohl (Paige Gray’s sister), the Renneke family, Rosalie Richardson,
Sarah Robinson (Clyde & Beverly Robinson’s grand-daughter) Deke Ross (John Krager’s friend), Sharon
Schweitzer (Elaine Kreutzian’s sister), Jim Swanson (Bob’s brother), Clayton Swenson (Carla Glass’ grandfather), Leslie Walker (Schossows’ friend), Jane Ward, Gary Winters (Nancy Van Meter’s brother), and those
affected by disasters throughout the world.
Each week we pray for some of the families in the congregation. Following is the list of those for whom we
pray in February.
February 1—Judy, Kulia and Bryce Matsuo; Janet Maxwell; Terry & Debbie, Trisha, Sean and Devin McAllister; William & Tanya McFall; Marty & Julie, Nic and Nicole McGlothlen.
February 8—Harriette McGuire; John & Kelly Meis; David Midland; Jean and Josh Midland; Joe & Joan Mitchell.
February 15—William & Mollie Mize; David Mohan; Janice Mohan; Marion Moline; Eleanor Moline.
February 22—Louise Moreland; Mike & Martha, and Andrew Moreland; Mickie Murdock; Dave & Julie, and
Tori Nelson; Allison Ness.
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New Members
Three people became full members of Augustana Lutheran Church at the 10:15 service
on January 4th. We welcome Barb Beermann
and Ray & Cathy Seaton.

Ray enjoys singing, and listening to music.
He is an Iowa Hawkeyes basketball fan. Ray
and Cathy enjoy visiting their daughters and
their families in Eau Claire, Wisconsin and St.
Louis, Missouri.
Cathy enjoys reading, basketball, and show
music.
Barb likes to sew and
make things, repair or
work on the house, yard
work, flowers, garden,
and spend as much time
as possible with kids/
grandkids!

Welcome to the Augustana family!
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Stewardship Stuff
“Our congregation will flourish when you—YOU!—
do three things: 1) worship weekly, 2) give generously, even sacrificially, and 3) invite others to come to
worship and other church- related activities.” Pastor
read this on Facebook as a post by a colleague of
his, the Rev. R. Don Wright. Pastor Wright serves an
ELCA congregation in Cheltenham, Pennsylvania. It
was included statement in Pastor’s annual report a
year ago.
The sentiments expressed by Pastor’s colleague
still have relevance, especially as we look at the worship statistics from last year. For the first time since
1998 (the first year for which we have readilyaccessible statistics), the average Sunday attendance
went below 100 (it was 98).
This doesn’t mean that Augustana is “dying,” but it
is a wakeup call for us to look at the situation and ask
the question of why. Without doing an official survey,
we can probably all think of at least four reasons why
people don’t worship weekly.
1) They don’t want to.
Going to church is not a
priority in their lives.
2) They may want to,
but don’t have the energy to attend. People work hard
during the week, perhaps getting up early in the
morning to do what needs to get done during a day.
Sleeping in on Sunday morning and leisurely spending the morning becomes more important than
“working” to get the family ready and coming to
church.
3) Adult children/grandchildren live out of town.
Keeping in touch with family is an important thing we
do. Parents with adult children often find it easier to
go to their out-of-town families rather than trying to
find a free weekend for them to come here.
4) Sports. There may have been a time when Sunday morning was respected by people and sporting
events waited at least until Sunday afternoon, but that
idea has gone the way of dinosaurs. Parents and
youth are struggling with the decision to attend church
or participate in the sporting event. Coaches often
suggest that the youth need to be at the sporting
event if they want a good place on the team.
How do we change this trend? “We” don’t. Individuals and families do. It takes a change in priorities. In
our baptism we are called children of God, our sins
are forgiven, and we are promised eternal life. It is our
honor to give thanks to God for his gracious gifts and
do the work we are called to do as Christians. Part of
that giving thanks takes place at worship on Sunday
mornings. Can you make time to worship with us?
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February Birthdays, Baptism Birthdays, and Anniversaries
Birthdays

1
3
4
8
10

11
12
17
18
20
24
25
26

Adam Frisch
Kulia Matsuo
Deb Fegenbush
Maria Schweim
Russ Wooley
Austin Frisch
Millie Peterson
Lila Plambeck
Sydnee Wynn
Jessica Krager
Jessie Koons
Kella Manning
Jonathan Levay
Steffe Sea
Diana Stowater
Steven Cox
James Hall
Sue Levay
JoAnn Dickman
Jackson Wynn

Baptisms

1
8
9
10
13
14
18
20

21
22
23
25
26

27

New Address

Cathy Seaton
Rosie Stenwall
Cyd Fleckenstein-Hall
Bob Padmore
Luke Stowater
Trisha McAllister
Dave Nelson
Dominic Trobaugh
Elaine Kreutzian
Marion Moline
Millie Peterson
Shea Stowater
Austin Frisch
Aiden Whitsel
Kella Manning
Sue Hagberg
Chase Koons
Chris Levine
Josh Midland
Elliot Swenson
Craig Dickman

William & Tanya McFall
1650 E. Shepherd Ave.,
Apt. 210,
Fresno, CA 93720
Barb Beermann
3200 Stone Park
Sioux City, IA 51104
Ray & Catherine Seaton
301 2nd Ave NW
Le Mars, IA 51031

Anniversaries
Flower Chart
2
21

Steve & Amy Macfarlane
Jerry & Sue Levay

If you see a missing name or incorrect date, please advise the office of
the correct information.

The flower chart for 2015 has been posted in
the narthex by the north entrance to the nave.
Please sign up if and when you are willing to
donate bouquets that
adorn the reredos. The
cost for a beautiful bouquet is $35. (A reminder
that we don’t have flowers during Lent.)
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Worship assistants

are responsible for serving on the day they are scheduled. If you are unable to
serve on a date scheduled, please arrange for a substitute and notify the office so the correct names
may be entered in the bulletin.
Sunday, February1, 2015
Acolytes—Josh Midland and Abby Whitsel
Greeters—Pauline Beales and Pat Bergstrom
Assisting Minister—Amy Macfarlane
Communion Assistants—Christi & Darrel Bullock (bread)
Eucharistic Ministers—-Judy Swanson and Marian Erickson
Technical Assistant—Matt Rixner
Sunday, February 8, 2015
Acolytes—Abbie Parker and Jackson Wynn
Greeters—Marian Erickson and Judy Swanson
Assisting Minister—Marlene Levine
Communion Assistants—Ollie Nygard and Josh Midland (bread)
Technical Assistant—Emily Hall

Funeral Helpers

The following are asked to bake a
cake or help in the kitchen for funerals
during the month. The Funeral Coordinator will contact you if needed.
Kim Baier, Kari Dickman, Sue Hagberg, Delaine Krager, Joan Mitchell,
Lila Plambeck, Lavina Sewalson, and
Donna Verschoor.

Sunday, February 15, 2015
Acolytes—Isaac Plambeck and Nicole McGlothlen
Greeters—Linda & Ollie Nygard
Assisting Minister—Shelley Hexom
Communion Assistants—Beth Schwaderer and Dick Lindblom
(bread)
Eucharistic Ministers—Nancy Van Meter and Linda Nygard
Technical Assistant—Matt Rixner
Ash Wednesday, February 18th, 7:00 PM
Acolytes—Dominic Trobaugh and Noah Dickman
Assisting Minister—Dave Madsen
Communion Assistants—Lynne Rask and Marian Erickson (bread)
Technical Assistant—Marlene Levine
Sunday, February 22, 2015
Acolytes—Josh Midland and Trevor Welp
Greeters—Bev & Dave Drefke
Assisting Minister—-Susie Strohbeen
Communion Assistants—Matt Rixner and Fred Hexom (bread)
Technical Assistant—Zach Plambeck

Ushers for February

Bullock family (Darrel, Captain),
Gough family, and Ginny Ericson.

Sunday, March 1, 2015
Acolytes—Abbie Parker and Abby Whitsel
Greeters—Marian Erickson and Jan Mohan
Assisting Minister—Ginny Ericson
No one has signed up.
Communion Assistants—Abbie Parker and Steve Macfarlane
(bread)
Eucharistic Ministers—-Alice Sea and Deb Fegenbush
Technical Assistant—TBA

Altar Guild
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Fundraiser at Buffalo Alice
February 15, 2015 is the date for the Celebration of
the Completion of Martin Luther’s Baptism at Buffalo
Alice Restaurant. Hosted by the Buffalo Synod, the
event will be a fundraiser for the Warming Shelter at
916 Nebraska Street. This year the shelter has been
serving around 40 people per night. The shelter exists
to fill the gap between the existing shelters and those
who are not eligible to go into those shelters. Joe
Twidwell, the director of the shelter, says, “We take
anyone!” Please invite your friends and neighbors
to this fundraiser for this important ministry to the
Church!
Pizza, pasta, salad, and dessert will be served
from 4:30-7:00 PM. The prices will be $9 for adults, $3
for kids ages 4-12, with kids 3 and under being free.
There will be a maximum of
$25 per household. Please
bring canned goods for the food
pantries of First Lutheran
Church and St. Thomas Episcopal Church. Hope to see you
there!

Servers Needed

We need more servers. Would you consider
being a greeter, an usher, a member of the Altar
Guild, Eucharistic Minister, or Assisting Minister?
Please indicate as such on
the Friendship pad or talk to
Pastor Del. Thank you.

Advance Notice of Special Worship
Service at 10:15 on Sunday, March 15
The Passion
Presented by God’s Giggle Gang
Rose Ann Pridie, Rick Pridie, Marge Skokan,
Vicky Hemmelman, Diane Paugh, Jenny Herrick
Mike Paugh (sound technician)

You are about to experience an extremely
moving story without words.

Installation of Congregation Council and
Augustana Foundation Board
Members of the Augustana Congregation
Council and Augustana Foundation Board will be
installed during both services on February 1.

Event at Food Bank of Siouxland

We need twelve people—youth and adults—to
help pack backpacks at the Food Bank of Siouxland
on Tuesday, March 3. The signup sheet is on the
bulletin board outside Pastor’s
study.

(It is suggested that you keep your eyes on
the ‘clown character’ at all times which will require turning to look in the back of the sanctuary. Watch, learn and enjoy!) Please hold any
applause until the lights are turned back on.
Thank you for your cooperation.
God’s Giggle Gang is made up of Christians
from a variety of denominations. Their purpose
is to spread the word of God in a different
method as well as helping to spread a little joy
and levity in the world. During the Lenten season “The Passion” is presented for various
groups or churches in a serious and reverent
manner, unlike the type of clowning they do at
different times of the year.
God’s Giggle Gang also perform an assortment of skits fitting for occasions such as mother/child banquets, nursing home functions, appreciation/recognition events, ladies functions
and more. For more information, call Jenny
Herrick at 712-276-4315.
Our regular 8:00 service will take place in
St. Erik’s Chapel. Holy Communion will be a
part of the Giggle Gang presentation.

Augustana Lutheran Church
600 Court St.
Sioux City, IA 51101
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Schedule:
8:00 Holy Communion Worship
9:00 Music with Mrs. Wooley,
Adult Fellowship, and Adult Education
9:15 Celebration Choir
10:15 Holy Communion Worship

Mission Statements:

Congregation Council:

Church: A welcoming, caring congregation offering opportunities for worship, spiritual growth, and fellowship.
We express our faith and love to others in the name of Jesus Christ.

Deb Fegenbush (2015); Adam

Staff: We are called to work together
to enhance the community of Augustana Lutheran Church as we
share our ministry of witnessing to the
living God in Jesus Christ, facilitating
the gifts and talents of people.

—nursery
—handicap accessible
—free taxi to worship—277-0000

Office hours Mon-Fri 8:30 am-1:30 pm
Phone: 712-255-7694

President (2016); Jean Huff
(2015);

Jeff

Levine

(2017)

Marlene Levine, Secretary; Dick
Lindblom, President (2017); The
Rev. Del Olivier, Pastor; Sheila
Schossow (2015); Martin Sea,
(2016); Bob Swanson, Treasurer.

The Rev. Del Olivier, Pastor
Michael Madsen, Organist

Angela Iversen, Shannon Peterson, Heidi Sea, and Donny Short, Pianists

“Augustana Lutheran, Sioux City” on Facebook
February 2015

(2017); Shelley Hexom, Vice

Diana Wooley, Director of Music

Fax: 712-255-7695
www.augustanasc.org

Frisch (2016); Krystal Gough

Mark Kochen, Sexton
Ruth Brei, Office Administrator

