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From the Pastor

Each New Year carries with it the chance for things to
be better than the year before. The tradition of making New
Year’s resolutions is part of that ideal: resolving to lose
weight, resolving to quit smoking, and resolving to be a better person might be among the items on people’s lists. According to www.statisticbrain.com/new-years-resolution-statistics,
only 8% of people who make resolutions are successful in achieving
them. (I could achieve mine as well…if I resolved never to eat coconut
again!)
Moving into 2017 might be more stressful to many people than previous years because of local, state, regional, national, and international
circumstances. 2016 has been a year marked with increased natural
disasters, increased violence, political unrest and uncertainty, and decreased numbers of practicing Christians in Europe and the United
States. Doctoral dissertations can be written on why people are leaving
the church, particularly in those areas of the world. According to http://
www.bestplaces.net/religion/state/iowa, 54.45% of Iowans consider themselves “religious” compared with 49.42% in the United States.
Roman Catholics and Lutherans comprise 16.75% and 12.16% respectively.
Does that mean we all think alike? Certainly not! Some of us can
hardly wait for the president-elect to be sworn in while others are dreading the next four years. Some of us want unlimited drilling for oil and
natural gas to be allowed while others want it closely regulated. Some
of us were cheering for the Native Americans at Standing Rock and others were cheering for the company building the pipeline. And the list
goes on.
Several years ago, while studying at Fuller Theological Seminary in
Seattle, I became friends with a fellow student who was a Pentecostal.
We had a few interesting discussions about our respective understandings of what it means to be a Christian. We decided that the image of a
target could be helpful in dealing with our differences. Imagine the
name Christ in the center of the target. In the white rings beyond the
center could be written other aspects of our faith: sacraments, child
baptism, female clergy, how we are saved, etc. The further we move
from the center, the more likely disagreements will take place.
We will never all think exactly the same. That’s okay. The heart of
the matter, however, is vitally important. Without Christ at the center of
the Church, we cease to be the Church and become another social institution. As you are thinking about your priorities for the next year, I invite you to take a look at where Christ is in your life. Does that require a
New Year’s resolution that needs to be kept?
May all of you have a blessed 2017,
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New Year Blessing
The LORD bless you
and keep you;
the LORD make his
face to shine upon
you, and be gracious
to you;
the LORD lift up his
countenance upon
you, and give you
peace.

Remember in prayer. . .

Robert Barger (Kris Whitsel’s grandfather),
Connie and Phillip (son) Bean (friends of Jean
Huff), Emrich Bell (Seatons’ grandson), Todd Boland (Linda
Nygard’s nephew), Oriah Boling-Ellens (Schossows’ niece),
Ron Brinck (Macfarlanes’ friend), Jean Clem (Jean Huff’s
friend), Brenda Davis, Clara C. Davis (Ja’Net’s mother),
Mari Ellsworth and family (Amy Swenson’s friend), Darrell
Elvik (Ollie Nygard’s cousin), Charlene Epis (Elaine
Kreutzian’s sister), Dave Farley (Nygards’ cousin), Ken File
(Sheila Schossow’s father), Barb (Becklund) Filer (former
member), Pastor Lorene Glant, Doug Gough, Kris Grunig
(Strohbeens’ friend), Jon Hanson (Judy Swanson’s friend),
John Hart, Paula Hebron, Ron Houske (Jack Ward’s
friend), Judy Howard (Wards’ friend), Keith Howard
(Libertos’ friend), Pastor Paul Johnston, Betty Larson (Jean
Huff’s friend), Ken Lawson (former member), Ron Leninger
(Strohbeens’ friend), Kenneth McAlexander (former member Jon’s grandfather), Sara McAlexander (former member), Peter Macfarlane (Steve’s father), Rochelle McCoy
(Ja’Net’s friend), Barbara Madsen (Dave’s mother), Trevor
& Nicholle Mammen and family (Deb Fegenbush’s family),
Eleanor Moline, Marion Moline, Judy Moore (Mary Hettinger’s friend), Roy Muecke (Jean Huff’s friend), Denise
Nurse (Robinsons’ cousin), Ouida Olson, Pastor Tess Panamarow, Deloris Peterson (Julie McGlothlen’s and Dave
Nelson’s mother), Wendy Pohl (Paige Gray’s sister), Rosalie Richardson, Stella Rixner, Sam Sales, Adrian Schubauer (Ja’Net’s grandson), Alice Sea, Ray Seaton, Cynthia
Seymour (Judy Swanson’s friend), Adam Smith (Gloria
Smith’s grandson), Kristie Smith (Gloria Smith’s daughter),
Clayton Swenson (Carla Glass’ grandfather), Chad Wolf
(Dick Lindblom’s friend), Leslie Walker (Schossows’ friend),
the family of Jack & Jane Ward, Cindy Washinowski, Gary
Winters (Nancy Van Meter’s brother), Carol Yaneff
(Strohbeens’ friend), Tami Zerr (Lori Padmore’s sister), and
those affected by disasters throughout the world.
Each week we pray for some of the families in the congregation.
January 1—Clyde & Beverly Robinson; Curt & DeeAnn,
Brogan and Sam Sales; Mickie & Jason and Grant Saltzgiver; Jarrad Schossow; Skip & Sheila Schossow.
January 8—Kevin & Beth, Ben and Tara Schwaderer; Maria Schweim; Dick & Alice Sea; Doug Sea; Marty Sea; Ray
& Cathy Seaton.
January 15—Lavina Sewalson; Virginia Sewalson; Gloria
Smith; Rosie Stenwall; Bob & Jennifer and Charlie Stewart.
January 22—Jacob Stowater; James & Diana Stowater;
Luke Stowater; Doug & Susie Strohbeen; Judy Swanson.
January 29—Bob & Marge Swanson; Amy and Elliott
Swenson; Rick Swenson; Gerardo & Miriam and Gerardo,
Maria, and Yovana Terrones; Domingo & Andre’ and Brian
(Mickelson) Torres.
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Important Notice

If you or a loved one is hospitalized and
you want Pastor Del to come visit, please call
the office or Pastor Del’s cell (712-490-6510).
Neither hospital is calling the church with
names of those admitted, sometimes even
when you ask them to! Ja’Net calls both hospitals on Mondays and Thursdays, but the
best way to let us know is if you or your family
calls.

Epiphany of Our Lord, January 6

A newborn baby often elicits “oohs” and
“ahs” from its admirers and yet developmentally, may be doing nothing incredibly remarkable—only able to focus on objects only
about 18 inches in front of its face and prone
to stare at any shiny object. Nevertheless, a
newborn is a miracle to behold, filled with
wonder for the world around it and desiring
nothing more than to be fed, held, rocked,
nurtured, and loved.
The gifts of the magi direct us away from
the cute, cuddly, cooing baby Jesus by pointing us to who Jesus really has come to be.
The magi offer gold, a possession of kings;
frankincense, used in ritual to indicate the
presence of the deity; and myrrh, an oil used
at the time of death as well as for anointing
priests. By their gifts, the wise men reveal the
identity of this child: the king before whom
nations will bow, the anointed high priest of
God, and the suffering servant who will die
for the ones he has come to serve.
The “oohs” and “ahs” we offer as we celebrate the Epiphany of Our Lord are not
simply for a cooing and cuddly baby Jesus
but for a God who chooses to reveal God’s
love and mercy by taking human form. On
this day, we celebrate that God’s mercy is
wider and deeper than we imagined and includes all people and all nations. All people—
rich or poor, Gentile or Jew, straight or gay,
male or female—are God’s treasure, the precious ones for whom God is willing to die.
What do we bring to honor our Lord before
whom we bow? We bring the treasure of our
lives poured out in praise of God and in service to others. (From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #40629.)

Baptism of Our Lord, January 8

The 62nd Lucia Festival

From the time Jesus first presented himself for
baptism by John until today, Christians have puzzled
over why Jesus had to be baptized. The act of baptism
was understood to be an act of repentance and the
cleansing of one’s sins. John does not understand why
Jesus, whose sandals John is “not worthy to carry” (Matt. 3:11) should seek to be baptized. Instead,
John declares to Jesus, “I need to be baptized by
you” (Matt. 3:14). Why should the Son of God, who is
without sin, need to be baptized?
Frederick Dale Bruner, in Matthew: A Commentary
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2004), says that he considers Jesus’ first miracle to have occurred at his baptism.
The miracle is that Jesus was humble. The divine Son
of God humbles himself by allowing John to baptize
him. This act of humility is an act of obedience to God
and solidarity with all humankind. Jesus has no sins to
be forgiven. However, for us, he goes down to the river
of repentance with all the other sinners to be baptized.
Jesus’ baptism, his first adult act as recorded in Matthew’s gospel, gives us a clear indication of how Jesus
will act for his entire life. The Son of God will come
down with us, on our level, identifying with our needs.
His baptism, then, foreshadows how his life will end, on
the cross. In his death, Jesus experiences the worst we
could ever experience as mortal humans. But, because
Jesus united with us in baptism, we are united with him
in both his death and resurrection. The barriers that
separate us from God, including the barriers of sinfulness, mortality, and death, are broken by Jesus’ obedience to God, through his humility to come down to us
in the depths of our humanity. (From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #40629.)

Abbie Parker was named the 2016 Lucia at the
62nd Lucia Festival, on Sunday, December 11, 2016,
at Augustana Lutheran Church. Her attendants were
Nicole McGlothlen, Abby Whitsel, Lexy Baier, and
Emily Hall (last year’s Lucia). Abbie wore the traditional wreath of lighted candles on her head as she
and her attendants served cookies following the
smorgasbord meal.
Star Boys wearing hats covered with stars and
carrying a star wand accompanied Lucia and her attendants. The Star Boys were Alex Hexom, Hunter
Liberto, and Tyler Welp.
Shelley Hexom, accompanied by Shannon Peterson, sang the Lucia Song. Emily Hall read the Lucia
Story. Jeanne Emmons served as mistress of ceremonies and led the carol singing to
conclude the festival.
The Lucia Festival originated in
Sweden where, according to legend, Lucia was a medieval saint
who carried food and drink to the
hungry in the Swedish province of
Varmland during a period of famine.
Lucia stands today as a symbol of
light and hope to all humankind.

Matt & Lindsey Rixner
1516 Choctaw Court
Sioux City, IA 51104

Address Change

Hospice of Siouxland

Baptism Stepping Stone

It is the tradition of Augustana Lutheran Church to
recognize those persons who were baptized since the
previous Baptism of Our Lord Sunday to celebrate the
Baptism Stepping Stone. The following infants were are
in that group: Aiden Robert Garbe, 3/26/16; Sofie
Louise Rixner, 4/10/16; Stella Catherine Rixner,
4/10/16; and Isabella Beatrice Strohbeen, 1/1/17. A
special blessing will be given to them at the 10:15 service on January 8.

Hospice of Siouxland’s Family Grief Support
Group will renew meetings on Thursday, January
19th at 6:30pm at 4300 Hamilton Blvd, Sioux City, IA.
This program is offered to families with youth between the ages of 6 and 17 who have experienced
the death of a loved one. Professional staff and
trained volunteers provide a relaxed and friendly environment for children, teens, and adults. The deceased does not need to have been a Hospice of
Siouxland patient. Pre-Registration is required and
open throughout the year. Call John at 712-233-4144
for more information about participating or volunteering.
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January Celebrations
Birthdays
2
6
10
11
13
14
15
16

18
21
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Linda Lindgren
DJ Wynn
Chuck Lamphear
Cathy Seaton
Audrey Christopherson
Andre’ Torres
David Mohan
Noah Dickman
Bob Padmore
Spencer Will
Joe Glass
Kim Christopherson
Ron Parker
Cyd Fleckenstein
Mike Larson
Zach Plambeck
Alicia Trobaugh
Elaine Kreutzian
Rosalie Richardson
Madeline Hexom
Ava Baker

Baptism Birthdays
1
5
6
7
8
10
13
14
20
21
25
26
27
29
30
31

Caleb Christopherson
Andy Gray
Mary Madsen
Trevor Welp
Rollie Whitsel
Rick Dickson
Carl Peterson
Devon Krager
Sophia Manning
Jan Page
Sophia Renneke
Mollie Mize
Erik Hagberg
Molly Baker
Marty Sea
Austin Craighead
Alex Baker
Amy Macfarlane
Dick Sea

Wedding Anniversaries
If you see a missing name
or incorrect date, please advise
the office.

4 William & Tanya McFall
11 Rollie & Kris Whitsel

Prayer Group at Augustana

In Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians, he writes: “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” And in his letter to the Romans he writes: “Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we
do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes
with sighs too deep for words.”
Whether our prayers contain polished paragraphs of carefullychosen words or deep sighs, God listens. We have several prayers
in our liturgy on Sunday mornings and other occasions. It is good to
pray both privately and corporately.
A suggestion has been made that we start an Augustana Prayer
Group that would meet monthly at a time determined by the group. One purpose of that group
would be to examine different types of prayers.
Another would be to pray with and for each other.
Please let Ginny Ericson know if you would
like to be a part of the Augustana Prayer Group.
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Mission Plan Requests

Mission Team leaders should
begin the process of determining
what amount they would like to see
in their line items for next year’s mission plan (budget).

The Epiphany Season

The time after Epiphany is the
church’s time to invite us to come
and see who this one born in a manger will be, and to discover what this
one born to a young woman might
mean for us and for the world. Today’s gospel tells us that Jesus is
the “Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world,” “the Son of
God,” and “the Messiah.” These appellations show us that the coming of
Jesus has meaning not just for those
who follow him, but for all people
and all the world. In the gospel, neither John nor Andrew can contain
their testimony about who Jesus is.
They have had an encounter with
Christ that has had such an impact
on their lives that they cannot help
but tell others about it. John tells his
disciples and everyone else within
earshot about Jesus. Andrew runs to
find his brother, Peter, and brings
him to Jesus so that Peter might
have the same life-changing encounter he himself has experienced.
We are invited to “come and
see” who Jesus is. We are reminded
that God’s forgiveness and love proclaimed in Jesus Christ is meant to
be good news for us and for all people. As we encounter Christ, our
lives are changed. Like John and
Andrew in today’s gospel, we are
called to share with others who we
have seen Jesus to be. (From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright
2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #40629.)

Worship assistants,

you are responsible for serving on the day they are scheduled. If you are unable to
serve on a date scheduled, please arrange for a substitute and notify the office so the correct names
may be entered in the bulletin.
Sunday, January 1, 2017
Acolyte—Trevor Welp and Abby Whitsel
Greeters—Bob & Marge Swanson
Assisting Minister—Shelley Hexom
Communion Assistants—Ginny Ericson and Fred Hexom
(bread)
Technical Assistant—Marlene Levine
Sunday, January 8, 2017
Acolytes—Lexy Baier and Sydnee Wynn
Greeters—JoAnn Dickman and the Welp family
Assisting Minister—Austin Baier
Communion Assistants—Noah Dickman and Marian Erickson
(bread)
Eucharistic Ministers—Linda Nygard and Nancy Van Meter
Technical Assistant—Josh Midland
Sunday January 15, 2017
Acolytes—Mia Hall and Jackson Wynn
Greeters—Ollie & Linda Nygard
Assisting Minister—Abby Whitsel
Communion Assistants—Ginny Ericson and Trevor Welp (bread)
Technical Assistant—Matt Rixner
Sunday, January 22, 2017
Acolytes—Madalyn Welp and Jackson Wynn
Greeters—Dave and Jean Midland
Assisting Minister—Lexy Baier
Communion Assistants—Deb Fegenbush and Jackson Wynn
(bread)
Eucharistic Ministers—Judy Swanson
Technical Assistant—Emily Hall
Sunday January 29, 2017
Acolytes—Trevor Welp and Sydnee Wynn
Greeters—the Baier family
Assisting Minister—Emily Hall
Communion Assistants— Cyd Fleckenstein and Nicole McGlothlen (bread)
Technical Assistant—Austin Baier

Sunday February 5, 2017
Acolytes—Lexy Baier and Abby Whitsel
Greeters—Pat Bergstrom and Marian Erickson
Assisting Minister—Fred Hexom
Communion Assistants— Abbie Parker and Dan Graben (bread)
Technical Assistant—Marlene Levine
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Funeral Helpers

The following are asked to bake a
cake or help in the kitchen for funerals during the month. The Funeral Coordinator
will contact you if needed.
Kim Baier, Pat Bergstrom, Kim Christopherson, JoAnn Dickman, Jeanne Emmons, Deb Fegenbush, and Carla Glass.

Ushers for November

Bullock family (Darrel, Captain); Gough
family; and Ginny Ericson.
TBA

Altar Guild

Annual Meetings
The Annual Augustana Congregation
Meeting and the Annual Augustana Foundation Meeting will take place on Sunday,
January 29 at 11:30.
Please make plans to attend. Among other business, we will be electing
Congregation Council and
Augustana
Foundation
Board members and voting members for the
Western Iowa Synod Assembly in June.

Circles/Women’s Bible Study Groups

Linda Nygard

What comes to mind when you hear the word
“circle?” Merriam-Webster defines it in this way: “a
closed plane curve every point of which is equidistant from a fixed point within the curve.” It could also
be described as a closed, spherical line.
For centuries, women in churches gathered in
“circles” for food, fellowship, and Bible study. That
word, in today’s culture, might suggest a closed
group of people. The Augustana Women of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA)
have seen a marked decline in attendance at their
circles. For that reason, they will no longer refer to
the groups as Lydia Circle and Rhoda Circle, but will
call them women’s Bible studies.
Currently there is a women’s Bible study that
meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 10:00
AM. Might there be people who would be interested
in attending, but would prefer to meet in the afternoon? The other women’s Bible study meets on the
first Thursday of the month at 7:00 PM. Both groups
meet at Augustana and the women take turns serving a dessert and coffee or tea. Pastor leads the
monthly Bible studies.
Anyone woman in the congregation (or friends
of members) are welcome to attend these meetings.
Please let either Marian Erickson, Bev Robinson, or
Pastor know if you would like more information. Also
let them know if you would like to attend a daytime
study and prefer morning or afternoon.
Those who attend
don’t need to have all the
answers! (Neither does
Pastor Del, who leads
them.) We meet to learn.
Please check us out.

For many years Linda Nygard has chaired the
Social Concerns Mission Team. Effective January 1,
she is retiring from that position.
Under Linda’s leadership, the mission team has
initiated a “Benevolence of the Month” which has
encouraged the collection of money, food, clothing,
toiletries, Christmas presents, and other items for
various agencies and organizations around
Siouxland.
With husband, Ollie, Linda has delivered many
items to various organizations.
Thank you, Linda for your leadership and your
dedication to helping the congregation expand how
we practice of doing God’s work with our hands.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity—
January 18-25, 2017
This annual observance is especially
important this year as we Lutherans commemorate the 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation. Pope Francis participated in a joint
Catholic-Lutheran prayer service at the Lund Cathedral in Sweden on October 31, 2016. He issued
some of the most positive language ever used by a
pope to describe Martin Luther and his teachings.
A joint service is planned at Blessed Sacrament
on Sunday, January 22 at 2:00 pm. Details to follow.

Souper Bowl Sunday, February 5, 2017

In 2016, more than 6,852 groups participated in Souper Bowel of Caring, collecting more than $10,476,115 in cash and food items for local hunger relief charities. “Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help
us to be mindful of those who are hungry”. (Iowa totals $34,257.11.) Let us
work together across the nation to tackle hunger and poverty.
It has become a powerful movement that is transforming the time
around the Super Bowl weekend into the nation’s largest celebration of giving and serving.
Be part of this movement of sharing God’s love with those in need. On
Super Bowl Sunday the youth will be available with soup kettles to receive
donations to feed the hungry in Siouxland. The money will be donated to Interfaith Resources which provides food for local food pantries. Non-perishable foods may also be donated. These will be distributed by
the St. Thomas Episcopal Church and First Lutheran Church food pantries.
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January 2017
Sun

1

Name of Jesus
10:15 Service
only

Mon

2

Office
Closed for
New Year’s
Holiday

Tue

3

Wed

4

10am Women’s
Bible Study

Thu

5

Baptism of
Our Lord

9

9:15am Music
Staff Mtg.

10

Holy Baptism

5-9pm JfK
6:45 pm
Council Mtg.

15

16

17

2nd Sunday
9:15am Music
after Epiphany Staff Mtg.

2pm Prayer for
Christian Unity
Worship at
Blessed Sacrament Church

5-9pm JfK

5-9pm JfK

23

24
10:30am
Piece Corps

5-9pm JfK

5-9pm JfK

29

30

31

11:30am
Annual Meetings

5pm-9pm JfK

5-9pm JfK

4th Sunday
9:15am Music
after Epiphany Staff Mtg.

12

13

14

5-9pm JfK

5-8pm Soccer

5-8pm Soccer

19

20

21

5-9pm JfK

5-8pm Soccer

5-8pm Soccer

25

26

27

28

6pm Fill Backpacks at Foodbank of
Siouxland

5-9pm JfK

5-8pm Soccer

5-8pm Soccer

18
9:45am Bickford Cottage

Noon Evangelism Meeting

3rd Sunday
9:15am Music
after Epiphany Staff Mtg.

11

10:30am
Piece Corps

5-9pm JfK

22

7

5-8 pm Soccer

Baptism Stepping Stone

2pm
Magic Club

6

Sat

10am AWE
Rehearsal

Quarter Sunday

8

Fri

9am-3pm
Worship Planning and
Leadership
Class

Sunday mornings: 8:00—Holy Communion, 9:00—Adult Education, Music with Mrs. Wooley,
9:15—Celebration Choir Rehearsal, Sunday School, 10:15—Holy Communion.
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Augustana Lutheran Church
600 Court St.
Sioux City, IA 51101
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Schedule:
8:00 Holy Communion Worship
9:00 Adult Education, Music with
Mrs. Wooley
9:15 Celebration Choir Rehearsal,
Sunday School
10:15 Holy Communion Worship

—unstaffed nursery available
—handicap accessible
—free taxi to worship—277-0000

Mission Statements:

Congregation Council:

Church: A welcoming, caring congre-

Caleb Christopherson (2018); Ad-

gation offering opportunities for wor-

am Frisch (2016); Shelley Hexom,

ship, spiritual growth, and fellowship.

President (2016); Jean Huff (2018);

We express our faith and love to oth-

Jeff Levine. Vice President (2017);

ers in the name of Jesus Christ.

Marlene Levine, Secretary; Dick

Staff: We are called to work together

Lindblom (2017); David Midland

to enhance the community of Au-

(2018); The Rev. Del Olivier, Pastor;

gustana Lutheran Church as we

Lila Plambeck (2017); Martin Sea,

share our ministry of witnessing to the

(2016); Bob Swanson, Treasurer.

living God in Jesus Christ, facilitating
the gifts and talents of people.

Office hours Mon-Fri 8:00 am-1:00 pm

The Rev. Del Olivier—Pastor

Phone: 712-255-7694

Diana Wooley—Director of Music

Email: augustana1875@augustanasc.org
Web site: www.augustanasc.org

Bob Barry and Shannon Peterson—Organists
Bob Barry, Heidi Graben, Angela Iversen, Shannon Peterson, and
Donny Short—Pianists

Facebook: Augustana Lutheran, Sioux City
January 2017

Mark Kochen—Sexton
Ja’Net Sides—Office Administrator

