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From the Pastor

Hate is a very strong word. We have been hearing
that word a lot in the news recently. One of the problems
with hate is that the emotions associated with the word
can quickly move a group from merely being vocal to
being physical and violent.
I understand being passionate about things, but I don’t understand how some humans can think that other humans are actually
less than human. I don’t get it.
In the first story of creation, we are told this: Then God said, “Let
us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of
the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”
So God created humankind in his image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.
God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish
of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing
that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every
plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every
tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every
beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that
creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have
given every green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there
was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. (Genesis 1:2631)
Is God white? Is God black? Is God red? These are ridiculous
questions because God is not human nor does God have pigmented
skin. Several years ago The Shack, written by William Paul Young,
created quite a stir among many Christians. This work of fiction depicted God the Father as a black female who goes by the name of
“Papa.” God the Son is a “Middle Eastern” man dressed like a laborer. God the Holy Spirit is an Asian woman who is difficult to see because she “shimmers.” Christians, especially conservative Christians were all but calling this heretical writing. I found it delightful.
How we imagine God tries to limit who God is and what God can do.
The reality is that God truly is beyond our imaginations. And we are
left to ponder what it means that we were created in God’s image.
I think it has, in part, to do with our capacity to love. In love God
created everything there is. We are called to live in that love and
through that love. Too bad that’s such a difficult thing to do.
Your fellow servant of Christ,
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Help Wanted

We are planning an
intergenerational Reformation event to be held
on Saturday, October 28
at Augustana. It will be fun to have a
German-style meal with games and
activities for all. We will be assembling
a replica of the Luther Rose using
thousands of Lego® blocks!
Pastor invites a few volunteers to
be on a steering task force and also
those who might want to participate in
cooking, serving, setup, cleanup, etc.
(Picture is the Lego Luther Rose
assembled at Synod Assembly this
year.)

September Celebrations
Birthdays
3 Dominic Trobaugh
6 Ian Gray
Fred Hexom
7 Trevor Welp
8 Hunter Liberto
9 Lexy Baier
Ross Peterson
10 Brenda Oehlerking
Eric Olivier
James Wooley
Kirsten Wynn
11 Daphne Coles
12 Ryan Baker
14 Pat Bergstrom
Max Jennings
Amy Renneke
15 Darrel Bullock
Paige Gray
17 Beverly Robinson
18 Jason Renneke
Skip Schossow
20 Dean Koeppen
21 Kim Baier
Chris Fegenbush
Janice Mohan
23 Bob Swanson
24 Jean Huff
Janet Maxwell
Ben Schwaderer
25 Sue Hagberg
26 Mark Baker
Lavina Sewalson
27 Alex Hexom
29 Drew Baier
30 Angela Iversen

Baptism Birthdays
1
3
5
6
8
12
13
16
21

Austin Baier
Paula Hebron
Emily Hall
Mary Kay Richards
Marty McGlothlen
Marge Swanson
Mindy Trobaugh
Lane Koons
Mila Coles
Craig Walsh
24 Tori Nelson
Tara Schwaderer
28 Isaiah Renneke

Wedding Anniversaries
2 Scott & Lila Plambeck
7 Craig & Anne Winter
17 John & Delaine Krager
18 Troy & Tammy Jennings
29 Jeremy & Kris Craighead
Josh & Jennifer Harry

If you see a missing name or
incorrect date, please advise the
office.

Directory Change

Caleb & Christine (Madsen) Kluender
17650 J Street
Omaha, NE 68135

Please look at your listing in the newly published membership directory. Is it correct? Do we have a landline that you no longer use?
Willing to share your cell number?
Contact Bobbi at 255-7694 or churchadmin@augustanasc.org to
get us the corrections. Thank you.
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Stewardship Corner

Relationship with God
Our practice of stewardship can begin
by looking at how God has come down
to us in love. Stewardship begins with
God and how God has shown love for
us. We are first receivers. We belong to
God and all that we have belongs to
God. Out of this receiving, we are freed
in Christ to love, give, and serve.
God comes down to us through creation. Stewardship beings at creation
when God gave humanity dominion over
all that God has made. God entrusted all
of creation to our care—living creatures,
plants, land, water, and all that is. God
has called us to care, nurture, and preserve creations for future generations.
How might we honor and care for God’s
creation?
God calls us to be stewards through
our baptism. In baptism we are claimed
as God’s children and receive God’s
grace. As stewards, we live out our callings as children of God by sharing God’s
grace with the world. How might we
share God’s grace in our everyday lives?
We are the church that shares a living,
daring confidence in God’s grace. For us
in the ELCA, this faith comes through the
good news of Jesus Christ and gives us
the freedom and the courage to wonder,
discover, and boldly participate in what
God is up to in the world. God so loved
the world that he gave us Jesus. The
gospel story is alive in us and written on
our hearts. How might we share God’s
story with our neighbors throughout actions and words?

Remember in prayer. . .

Drew Baier, Robert Barger, Todd Boland, Oriah
Boling-Ellens, Chase Broyhill, Audrey Christopherson, Jean Clem, Mari Ellsworth and family, Ken File, Barb
(Becklund) Filer, Neil Funke, Pastor Lorene Glant, Barb
Gough, Doug Gough, Kris Grunig, John Hart, Paula Hebron, Alyson Heck, Ron Houske, Judy Howard, Elysha
Iversen, Pastor Paul Johnston, Olivia Kallaos, Mackenzie
Keith, Dean Koeppen, Collin Krause, Mark Kreutzian, Ken
Lawson, Ron Leninger, Jenna Liberto, Dick Lindblom,
Brock Lindgren, David Lindgren, Peter Macfarlane, Trevor
& Nicholle Mammen and family, Dorothy Midland, Marion
Moline, Janet Morgan, Jacob Muckey, the family of Beth
Nettleton, Denise Nurse, Ouida Olson, Wendy Pohl, Lenona Raymond, Stella Rixner, DeeAnn Sales, Alice Sea,
Adam Smith, Kristie Smith, the family of Jack & Jane Ward,
Cindy Washinowski, Brianne Wilson, Chad Wolf, Carol Yaneff, Tami Zerr, and those affected by disasters throughout
the world.
Each week we pray for some of the families in the congregation.
September 3—Phyllis Van Evera; Nancy Van Meter; Brad
& Donna Verschoor; Craig & Donna Walsh; Ryan Walsh.
September 10—Jack & Jane Ward; Jeff & Cindy Washinowski; Cindy and Trevor, Madalyn, and Tyler Welp; Rollie
& Kris and Abby and Aiden Whitsel; Spencer Will.
September 17—Craig & Anne and Kaylyn and Klara Winter; James Wooley; Russ & Diana Wooley; DJ & Kristen
and Jackson and Sydnee Wynn; Brandy and Jordan, Josie,
and Mykenzie Amick.
September 24—Ryan & Anna and Breckan and Corinne
Anderson; Drew & Kim and Austin and Lexy Baier; Alex &
Ashley and Ava and Arynn Baker; Mark & Wendy and Ryan
and Molly Baker; Pat Bergstrom.

If You are Hospitalized...

If you are or a family member is hospitalized and you
want Pastor Del to come visit, please call the office (712255-7694) or Pastor Del’s cell (712-490-6510). Neither hospital is calling the church with names of those admitted,
sometimes even when you ask them
to!
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Entry into Sunday School
Stepping Stone
When parents have their infants baptized,
they make several promises: “to faithfully bring
them to the services of God’s house, to teach
them the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the
Ten Commandments, to place in their hands
the Holy Scriptures, and to provide for their
instruction in the Christian faith.”
I remind the parents that the congregation
will help them fulfill these promises they made
to God and witnessed by the congregation. On
Sunday, September 17 at either worship service.

By Water and Word

Annie Lue Stewart was baptized on August
6. She is the daughter of Bob & Jenny Stewart
and sister of Charlie. Her sponsors are Mark &
Megan Stewart. Welcome to the family, Annie.

Ellie Marie Lindgren was baptized on August 20. She is the daughter of Jason Lindgren and sister of Brock, Blake, and Ben. Her
grandparents are David and Linda Lindgren.
Her sponsors are Terry and Debbie McAllister.
Welcome to the family, Ellie. Ellie also received her First Communion that day.

Thrivent Congregation Advocate Needed

Are you someone who:
 Is passionate about your church and its mission?
 Wants to make a difference in the lives of those in
your church and community?
 Is a Thrivent member and supporter?
When it comes to the people in your church, you
know what really matters, and—as a congregational advocate—you will connect your church to Thrivent resources to:

Help others learn to be wise with money. For example: – Teach people how to protect themselves by
arranging an Identity Theft workshop. – Coordinate a
youth program to stress the importance of “share,
save, spend.” – Connect a friend with a Thrivent Financial representative to create a plan for retirement.
 Create opportunities for generosity within your
church. For example: – Lead a Thrivent Action Team
to support a cause your church is passionate about.
– Organize a Thrivent Builds® with Habitat for Humanity® work day to help construct a house with a
family in need. – Encourage eligible members to direct Thrivent Choice Dollars®.
Please let Pastor Del know if you meet the criteria
and would be willing to be this person.

Support for Reformation Worship Event

On page 6 is information about the special worship
service at First Lutheran Church on October 22 for the
Commemoration of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. To execute such a service and meal will have a
sizable cost.
The first three Sundays in September a special offering will be received to help pay for this unique event.
Please be generous. We already have a pledge of $100.
We also need an approximate number of people who
will be attending. On the “Welcome” sheet indicate “Ref
500” if you are planning to attend. You may also call
Bobbi at 255-7694. Thank you.
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Fall Schedule Begins September 10

Celebration Choir, Music with Mrs. Wooley,
and Sunday school will all begin on September
10. Sunday school students will meet at 9:00 for
fifteen minutes of music with Mrs. Wooley and
then move to Reformation Hall for some intergenerational activities (there will be no Adult Education session that morning; we will all be in Reformation Hall).

September Benevolence

The Social Concerns Benevolence for September is Support the Troops.
We will be collecting toiletry items for our military men and women serving overseas.
Items we send are very much wanted and appreciated; they are great morale boosters and our
military men and women look forward to receiving
them. Please help support and participate in this
project, regardless of your conviction about the
war; our troops are making enormous sacrifices
for all of us and this is a small way we can say
“thank you”. If you have a family member, a loved
one, or friends who are deployed and would like
for them to receive a share of a care package,
please contact the church with their name and
address. Also if you would like to send a note,
these will be included in the boxes.
Items suggested: toiletry items, including: small
packages of wipes, small jars of petroleum jelly,
eye drops, sample sizes of shampoo, emery
boards, small size sun block, toothbrushes and
floss, deodorant (men and women), Band-Aids,
Advil, Tylenol, cough drops, antacids, body wash ,
body powder, soap, contact lens cleaner, small
packs of tissues, lip balm (Chapstick), small lotions and moisturizers, hand sanitizer, nail clippers, small toothpaste, small size mouth wash,
disposable razors, foot/body powder, baby oil or
powder, and cotton balls. Small packages of individually wrapped candy or snacks are also appreciated.
We thank a committee for the Support the
Troops for packing these items and
mailing them to our servicemen. Donations for postage are appreciated.

Worship assistants,

you are responsible for serving on the day they are scheduled. If you are unable to
serve on a date scheduled, please arrange for a substitute and notify the office so the correct names
may be entered in the bulletin.
Sunday, September 3, 2017—10:15 am
Acolyte—Abby Whitsel
Greeters—Beth Schwaderer and Dick Sea
Assisting Minister—Matt Rixner
Communion Assistants—Judy Swanson and Abbie Parker (B)
Technical Assistant—Josh Midland
Sunday, September 10, 2017—10:15 am
Acolyte—Jackson Wynn and Sydnee Wynn
Greeters—Pat Bergstrom and Amy Swanson
Assisting Minister—Dave Madsen
Communion Assistants—Noah Dickman and Emily Hall (B)
Technical Assistant—Marlene Levine
Eucharistic Ministers—Linda Nygard and Nancy Van Meter
Sunday, September 17, 2017—10:15 am
Acolyte—Noah Dickman and Mia Hall
Greeters—Jan Mohan and Linda Nygard
Assisting Minister—Dick Lindblom
Communion Assistants—
Beth Schwaderer and Jackson Wynn (B)
Technical Assistant—Blake Lindgren

Funeral Helpers

The following are asked to bake a
cake or help in the kitchen for funerals
during this month. The Funeral Coordinator will contact you if needed.
Jennifer Stewart, Marge Swanson,
Alicia Trobaugh, Nancy Van Meter, Diana Wooley.

Bullock Family (Darrell,
Gough Family, Ginny Ericson.
Marlene Levine

Ushers

Captain),

Altar Guild

Senior Companion Program

Sunday, September 24, 2017—10:15 am
Acolyte—Noah Dickman and Madalyn Welp
Greeters—Baier Family
Assisting Minister—Amy Macfarlane
Communion Assistants—Ollie Nygard and Ginny Ericson (B)
Technical Assistant—Emily Hall
Eucharistic Ministers—Marian Erickson and Judy Swanson
Sunday, October 1, 2017—10:15 am
Acolyte—Trevor Welp and Sydnee Wynn
Greeters—Skip & Sheila Schossow
Assisting Minister—Russ Wooley
Communion Assistants—Deb Fegenbush and Lexy Baier (B)
Technical Assistant—Matt Rixner
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Would you like to make a difference
for other adults in your community?
If you are 55 or better, the Senior
Companion Program would love to help
you get started! Volunteer benefits are
available. Senior Companion volunteers
work with adults one-on-one to help
them maintain their independence in
their own homes through visiting and assistance. Be that friend and companion
to someone who can use your support to
maintain their quality of life. For more
information about being a volunteer or
receiving Senior Companion services,
please contact the nearest Senior Companion office at 712-476-2628 or 712224-2610, or view their website rvrseniorvolunteerprograms.org.

All Are Welcome...

at the
Siouxland
Reformation 500 Commemoration
Sunday, October 22
First Lutheran Church, 3939 Cheyenne
4:00 PM
Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Andrea DeGrootNesdahl, Bishop Emerita of the South Dakota
Synod/ELCA.
Presider: The Rev. Rodger Prois, Bishop
of the Western Iowa Synod, ELCA.

Holy Communion worship will utilize old
and new hymns, a new anthem based on
an old hymn, and liturgy from Lutheran
Book of Worship.

Organ and a brass quartet will lead the
congregational song.

A festival choir, composed of members of
area Lutheran and full-communion partner
churches, will sing an anthem.

Rostered Leaders of area congregations
will participate.

Following this joyful and festive worship, a
meal will be served at the church.
RSVP to Bobbi at 255-7494 ASAP.

Six-Week Study of the Reformation

Beginning September 17, Pastor Del will be leading a
six-week study of the Reformation. The six sessions will
cover brief looks at the following: Church History, Martin
Luther, Luther in the Home, Lutheran Theology Part I,
Lutheran Theology Part II, and Lutherans in America and
the Word.
Printed materials will be provided and Pastor would
appreciate knowing how many copies to make in order to
practice good stewardship of paper and supplies. There
is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board to the west of his
study.

Christmas Eve

The Worship and Music Mission Team is
wondering what the consensus might be
concerning the time for the late worship service on Christmas Eve. Our current worship
times are 5:00 pm and 10:30 pm.
Let us know, please, if you prefer to leave the schedule as is or move the late service to an earlier time. If you
prefer an earlier time, please let us know what time you
prefer. Call Bobbi at 255-7694. Thank you.

Western Iowa Synod Discipleship Academy

The Western Iowa Synod of the ELCA has had a program of educating lay people for seventeen years.
Formerly called the Western Iowa Synod Lay School, it is now known as the Western Iowa Synod Discipleship Academy. Please consider the following questions:
 Do you have a desire to learn more about the Bible, Lutheran theology, God’s mission and the work of
Christ’s Church?
 Do you wonder how you can use your God-given gifts to impact God’s mission in the church, community
and world around you?
 Do you feel called to serve in a deeper and broader way?
The “normal” program is two years long. Year One is called “Book of Faith” and explores the Bible and the
Lutheran Confessions. Year Two is called “Life of Faith” and explores missional leadership and spiritual gifts.
Additional classes currently offered are “Worship: Planning and Leading” (taught by Pastor Del), “Congregational Care” (taught by several teachers
and facilitated by Jane Olivier), and “Preaching Mark.”
Pastor Del also teaches a workshop on “The Theology of the Cross” and there
is a class on Spiritual Direction which is taught by other pastors.
More information can be found on the WIS website www.wisynod.org or on the
bulletin board next to Pastor’s study.
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September 2017
Sun

3

13th Sunday
after Pentecost
Quarter Sunday

Mon

14th Sunday
after Pentecost
9 am Intergenerational event
2 pm Magic
Club
2-6 pm STH

17

15th Sunday
after Pentecost
Entry into
Sunday
School Stepping Stone
2-6 pm STH

24

16th Sunday
after Pentecost
2-6 pm STH

Wed

Thu

4

5

6

7

Labor Day
Office closed

9 am Staff

No Wednesday Women’s
Bible Study
(see the 14th.)

8-9:15 am
Siouxland
Mental Health

2-6 pm STH

10

Tue

5-9 pm JfK

11

12

9 am Staff
meeting

7 am-8pm
School Board
Election

5-9 pm JfK

10 am Piece
Corps
5-9 pm JfK

18

19

9:15 am
Music staff

Sat

1

2

8

9
10 am AWE
rehearsal

5-9 pm JfK

13

14

15

6:00 pm Women’s Potluck
& Bible Study

20

21

16
9 am-3 pm
Worship Planning and
Leadership

5-9 pm JfK

6:45 Council

9 am Staff
meeting

Fri

22

23

29

30

9:45 am Bickford Cottage

9:15 am
Music staff
5-9 pm JfK

5-9 pm JfK

25

26

5-9 pm JfK

5-9 pm JfK

Pastor at Fall
Convo
9 am Staff
meeting

Pastor at Fall
Convo
10 am Piece
Corps

5-9 pm JfK

27

28

5-9 pm JfK

Sunday mornings: 8:00—Holy Communion, 9:00—Adult Education, Music with Mrs. Wooley,
9:15 Celebration Choir Rehearsal, Sunday School, 10:15—Holy Communion
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Augustana Lutheran Church
600 Court St.
Sioux City, IA 51101
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Schedule:
8:00 Holy Communion Worship
9:00 Adult Education, Music with
Mrs. Wooley
9:15 Celebration Choir Rehearsal,
Sunday School
10:15 Holy Communion Worship
—unstaffed nursery available
—handicap accessible
—free taxi to worship—277-0000 (van)
or 252-4777 (car)

Mission Statements:

Congregation Council:

Church: A welcoming, caring congre-

Caleb Christopherson, President

gation offering opportunities for wor-

(2018); Adam Frisch (2019); Jean

ship, spiritual growth, and fellowship.

Huff (2018); Jeff Levine (2017);

We express our faith and love to oth-

Marlene Levine, Secretary; Dick

ers in the name of Jesus Christ.

Lindblom (2017); Linda Lindgren

Staff: We are called to work together

(2019); David Midland (2018); The

to enhance the community of Au-

Rev. Del Olivier, Pastor; Lila

gustana Lutheran Church as we

Plambeck (2017); Martin Sea, Vice-

share our ministry of witnessing to the

President (2019); Bob Swanson,

living God in Jesus Christ, facilitating

Treasurer.

the gifts and talents of people.

Office hours Mon-Fri 9:00 am-1:00 pm
Phone: 712-255-7694
Email: augustana1875@augustanasc.org
Web site: www.augustanasc.org
Facebook: Augustana Lutheran, Sioux City

Pastor—The Rev. Del Olivier
Director of Music—Diana Wooley
Organists—Bob Barry and Shannon Peterson
Pianists—Bob Barry, Heidi Graben,
Angela Iversen, and Shannon Peterson
Sexton—Mark Kochen

September 2017

Office Administrator—Bobbi Laskowske

