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From the Pastor

Where has the time gone? Wasn’t it only recently
that we celebrated the Resurrection of Jesus? And the
coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost? Now it is time to
prepare for the birth of Jesus and for the close of another calendar year.
Advent begins on December 3. One of the definitions for Advent
is, “the arrival of a notable event.” We will spend four Sundays preparing for the arrival of the Savior of the World. Although the world
has been, to some degree, celebrating Christmas for a couple
months, we have a period of time during which we wait. During Advent the earth experiences the shortest day of the year on December 21. As Christians, we know that a bright day follows soon after
when we celebrate the birth of Jesus. One of his monikers is Light
of the World. The True Light which the darkness cannot overcome,
as St. John writes in his Gospel. So, during Advent, our worship
space gets lighter: each week one more candle on the Advent
wreath is lit. Each week more light will appear our the trees in the
chancel.
We also celebrate a Swedish tradition which has to do with light.
The Lucia story begins in Italy during a time when Christians had to
practice their religion in secret. A woman named Lucia dedicated
her life to God, giving all she had to the poor, shining the light of
Christ. She was mistreated because of her faith and eventually
died a martyr in the year 304 AD. From then on, Lucia was known
as the great patron saint of light, Saint Lucia.
There are many speculations as to how this legend came to
Sweden and grew into the celebrated tradition that it is today. One
popular version involves a terrible winter famine afflicting the people of Sweden. According to legend, a well-lit ship appeared on
Lake Vänern. At the helm was a woman dressed in all white with a
halo of light around her head. The people of Sweden had heard the
Italian legend and thought this was Saint Lucia coming to save
them. The woman, presumably Lucia, brought the people food,
light, and hope.
Christmas lights throughout the city also prepare us for Jesus’
birth. At both Christmas Eve services, we light candles at the close
of worship and sing a few favorite Christmas carols to conclude our
worship. We go in peace to spread the light throughout our community.
In this season of Advent and Christmas, Jane
and I continue to keep all of you in our prayers. We
hope all of you have a Merry Christmas and a
Blessed New Year.
Your fellow servant of Christ,
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December 24 Schedule

NO 8:00—AM
Holy Communion
10:15 AM—Holy
Communion—
Fourth Sunday of Advent.
11:30 AM—Decorate for Christmas
5:00 PM—Family Christmas Eve
Holy Communion
10:30 PM—Festival Christmas Eve
Holy Communion
Both Christmas Eve services will
include
candle
lighting at the
close of the service.

December Celebrations
Birthdays
2
3
7
8
10
12
14
16
18
19
20
21
22

25

26
27
28
29
30

Madison Craighead
Erik Hagberg
Andy Gray
Dave Nelson
Tanya McFall
Donna Walsh
Marty Sea
Rick Dickson
Devin McAllister
Heidi Graben
Chris Levine
Aiden Garbe
Mary Madsen
Amy Swenson
Diana Wooley
Amy Macfarlane
Mallory Sea
Molly Baker
Wendy Baker
Dick Erickson
Dave Madsen
Isaac Plambeck
Jennifer Stewart
Dawson Trobaugh
Marion Moline
Clyde Robinson
Ryan Walsh
Trisha McAllister
Sean McAllister
Mykenzie Amick

If you see a missing name or
incorrect date, please advise
the office.

Baptism Birthdays
5
6
10
12
15
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
26
27
30

Mallory Sea
Nancy Van Meter
Brogan Sales
Barb Lamphear
Arianna Trobaugh
Kate Rosencrants
Linda Kassis
Lisa Lines
Beverly Robinson
Corinne Anderson
Jennifer Harry
Ingrid Larson
Brenda Oehlerking
Tim Laros
Doug Sea
Heidi Graben

Wedding Anniversaries
6 Ron & Norma Parker
18 Jack & Jane Ward

By Water and Word
Kennedy Faith
Liberto was baptized on November
5. She is the
daughter of Chris
and Jenna Liberto.
Her sponsors are
Mike and Jenni
Galles. Welcome to
the family, Kennedy.

December Benevolence

December Social Concerns benevolence will be the Giving Tree.
We have received names from the
Crittenton Center for persons who
need someone to shop so that they
will have gifts under their tree. Ornaments are now be available on the
tree in the narthex. Select the ornament and check it out with a member
of the mission team so it can be recorded. The list will be next to the
tree. The ornament will identify the
age and gender of the person. On
the back will be gift preferences. It is
not necessary to provide all items
mentioned, but please select items
on the list for your gift. When returning the gifts be sure they are
checked in on the record.
Gifts must be purchased and
returned by Sunday, December 17
so they can be delivered to the agency for distribution. If there is more
than one gift for the name you have
selected, please be sure they are
secured with the tag attached to all
or place in one gift bag and attach
the tag. Gifts should not be wrapped.

Christmas Caroling

Join us on Sunday, December 3 for
Christmas caroling to our homebound members. Meet at the church by at 12:45 PM.
We will begin our tour at Bickford Cottage
and continue from there. Help bring the Christmas message to several of our members who are no longer able to attend worship with us.
Thank you.
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Thank You

Thank you to those who have
completed and returned their Stewardship surveys. The Stewardship
Mission Team has begun looking at
the returned forms and are eager for
more so we can learn more about the
congregation.
If you have not returned yours yet,
please do so very soon.

Remember in prayer. . .

Robert Barger, Oriah Boling-Ellens, Bill & Glenna Brockhaus, Chase Broyhill, Mari Ellsworth and
family, Ken File, Barb (Becklund) Filer, Pastor Gene Fortune, Doug Gough, Krystal Gough, Kris Grunig, Gwen Hart,
John Hart, Paula Hebron, Nick Hendrickson, Ron Houske,
Judy Howard, Elysha Iversen, Olivia Kallaos, Mackenzie
Keith, Dave Kellen, Dean Koeppen, Collin Krause, Mark
Kreutzian, Ken Lawson, Brock Lindgren, David Lindgren,
Peter Macfarlane, Trevor & Nicholle Mammen and family,
Janet Maxwell, Ella McDermott, Dorothy Midland, Marion
Moline, Janet Morgan, Jacob Muckey, Chad Muecke, Denise Nurse, Tom Peterson, Wendy Pohl, Lenona Raymond,
DeeAnn Sales, Susan Shacka, Alice Sea, Adam Smith,
Kristie Smith, Susie Strohbeen, Dorothy Swenson, Dennis
Travis, the family of Jack & Jane Ward, Cindy Washinowski, Brianne Wilson, Chad Wolf, Carol Yaneff, Tami Zerr,
and those affected by disasters throughout the world.
Each week we pray for some of the families in the congregation.
December 3—Carolyn Johnson; Margaret Johnson, Bharat
& Kulia, and Nico Kakarala; Linda Kassis; Caleb & Christine Kluender.
December10—Dean Koeppen; Jessie, Lane and Chase
Koons; John & Delaine, Devon, and Jessica Krager; Elaine
Kreutzian; Tim Laros.
December 17—Mike & Connie, and Ingrid Larson; Jerry &
Sue Levay; Jonathan & Lexie Levay; Chris Levine; Jeff &
Marlene, and Robyn Levine.
December 24—Chris & Jenna, Hunter, Quinn, and Kennedy Liberto; Dick Lindblom; Carl & Emily, and Paul Lindblom;
David & Linda Lindgren; Jason, Brock, Blake, Ben, and Ellie Lindgren.
December 31—Dennis & Lisa Lines; Holly Lines; Erik
Lundin; Steve & Amy, and Greer Macfarlane; Kate and Hillary Rosencrants; Dave & Mary Madsen.

If You are Hospitalized...

If you are or a family member is hospitalized and you
want Pastor Del to come visit, please call the office (712255-7694) or Pastor Del’s cell (712-490-6510). Neither hospital is calling the church with names of those admitted,
sometimes even when you ask them to!

Children’s Christmas Program

The annual Children’s Christmas program
will take place during the 10:15 service on
Sunday, December 17. It is entitled,
“What Really Matters.” Although the
dress rehearsal doesn’t go according
to expectations, the kids realize what
really matters.

Preparing for Advent and Christmas

We need help at 9:00 on Saturday,
December 2 to prepare the chancel for
Advent. Please join us if you have about
60-90 minutes to assist.
Immediately following
the 10:15 service on Sunday,
December 24, we need help in
switching from Advent to
Christmas. With enough people we should be able to complete this in about 60 minutes.
Thank you.

Mission Plan Requests

Mission Team leaders should begin the
process of determining what amount they
would like to see in their line items for next
year’s mission plan (budget).

Directory Changes
Pastor David and Steven Cox
2425 Margaret Dr.
Bosque Farms, NM 87068
Judy Matsuo
4890 Centerville Rd., Apt. # 114
White Bear Lake, MN 55127

Kim & Carol Rogers
87 Sunset Dr.
No. Sioux City, SD 57049
Please look at your listing in the newly published membership directory. Is it correct? Do
we have a landline that you no longer use?
Willing to share your cell number?
Contact Bobbi at 255-7694 or churchadmin@augustanasc.org to get us the corrections. Thank you.
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Stewardship Corner

“Working Together: Celebrating God’s Good Gifts”
We are currently involved in our annual stewardship
emphasis, “Working Together: Celebrating God’s Good
Gifts.”
Stewardship has been likened to a three-legged
stool. Total stewardship consists of the “three Ts” —
time, talents and treasure. Remove any one of the three,
and stewardship is an individual life, in a family and in a
church like ours is severely weakened and undermined.
Underlying this analogy and our use of time, talents,
and treasure is the clear teaching of Scripture: God
owns it all! Repeatedly the Bible emphasizes God’s
ownership of everything and our role as managers and
stewards of what God has entrusted to us.
“Time” is an important subject to God. There are
over 230 references to “time” in the Bible. Those who
walk in a wise manner are described in one translation
as people who are “redeeming the time” (Eph. 5:16).
Redeeming the time means that we are to make the
most of every opportunity to invest our time — and our
talents — in things that really count, mainly in the lives
of people and in service to Christ. On the one hand, we
can fritter away the time and talents that God has given
to us in trivial pursuits or selfish interests. Or we can
take to heart what Christ said and seek first his kingdom
and his righteousness. We can put first things first in the
use of our time and talents here at Augustana Lutheran
Church.
When it comes to our finances, we have a choice.
We can squander them on things that do not matter in
“the long run,” things that do not count for eternity. We
can hoard them, putting our total emphasis on the “rainy
day” that is yet to come. We can refuse to share with
others who are in need. We can be stingy when it comes
to giving back to the Lord that which is rightfully His.
Certainly we have the ability to treat our finances in any
of these ways. But do we have the right?
When we take any of these approaches, we act as
though the money is really ours. We fail to recognize the
truth of Deuteronomy 8:18: “But remember the Lord your
God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth.” And
when we act as though the money is ours, we fail to glorify God in its use and fail to “seek first the kingdom of
God” in our giving and in our living.
One day a lady called the Butterball Turkey Company and said that she found a frozen turkey in her freezer
with an expiration date 15 years old. She wanted to
know whether it was safe to cook and eat. The Butterball
representative said the company highly recommended
that she throw it away. “Oh, that’s okay,” she said. “I’ll
just give it to my church.”
As you consider the time, talents and treasure God
has given to you, please remember that we are
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“Working Together: Celebrating God’s Good
Gifts.” You might want to pray this prayer: “Lord,
as you provide, by faith, this is how I intend to
give.” As we step out by faith, working together
and trusting God to provide, it will be absolutely
amazing to watch God bless our efforts more than
we might ask or even think (Ephesians 3:20).
Thank you for your faithfulness to the Lord
and to the ministry of Augustana Lutheran
Church. Thank you for your consistency in giving
of your time, talents and treasure
to the work of the Lord here. And
thank you for what you are going
to do in the future in celebration of
God’s good gifts!
“ . . . we are God’s servants,
working together.“

Thrivent Congregation Advocate

Are you someone who:
 Is passionate about your church and its mission?
 Wants to make a difference in the lives of
those in your church and community?
 Is a Thrivent member and supporter?
When it comes to the people in your church,
you know what really matters, and—as a congregational advocate—you will connect your church
to Thrivent resources to:

Help others learn to be wise with money. For
example: – Teach people how to protect themselves by arranging an Identity Theft workshop. – Coordinate a youth program to stress
the importance of “share, save, spend.” –
Connect a friend with a Thrivent Financial representative to create a plan for retirement.
 Create opportunities for generosity within your
church. For example: – Lead a Thrivent Action
Team to support a cause your church is passionate about. – Organize a Thrivent Builds®
with Habitat for Humanity® work day to help
construct a house with a family in need. – Encourage eligible members to direct Thrivent
Choice Dollars®.
Please let Pastor Del know if you meet the criteria and would be willing to be this person.

Worship assistants,

you are responsible for serving on the day they are scheduled. If you are unable to
serve on a date scheduled, please arrange for a substitute and notify the office so the correct names
may be entered in the bulletin.
Sunday, December 3, 2017—10:15 am
Acolyte—Jackson Wynn and Lexy Baier
Greeters—Bob & Marge Swanson
Assisting Minister—Amy Macfarlane
Communion Assistants—Lexy Baier and Dominic Trobaugh (B)
Technical Assistant—Josh Midland
Sunday, December 10, 2017—10:15 am
Acolyte—Noah Dickman and Sydnee Wynn
Greeters—Pat Bergstrom
Assisting Minister—Caleb Christopherson
Communion Assistants—Ollie Nygard and Ginny Ericson (B)
Technical Assistant—Blake Lindgren
Eucharistic Ministers—Linda Nygard and Nancy Van Meter
Sunday, December 17, 2017—10:15 am
Acolyte—Trevor Welp and Mia Hall
Greeters—Marian Erickson and Judy Swanson
Assisting Minister—Steve Macfarlane
Communion Assistants—Debbie McAllister and
Deb Fegenbush (B)
Technical Assistant—Matt Rixner
Sunday, December 24, 2017—10:15 am
Acolyte—TBA
Greeters—Skip & Sheila Schossow
Assisting Minister—Fred Hexom
Communion Assistants—Jane Olivier and Nicole McGlothlen (B)
Technical Assistant—Matt Rixner
Sunday, Christmas Eve, December 24, 2017—5:00 pm
Acolytes—TBA
Assisting Minister—Emily Fleckenstein
Communion Assistants—Trevor Welp and Jackson Wynn (B)
Technical Assistant—Volunteer
Sunday, Christmas Eve, December 24, 2017—10:30 pm
Acolytes—TBA
Assisting Minister—Jonathan Bullock
Communion Assistants—Christi Bullock and Darrel Bullock (B)
Technical Assistant—Volunteer
Sunday, December 31, 2017—10:15 am
Acolyte—TBA
Greeters—Terry & Debbie McAllister
Assisting Minister—Susie Strohbeen
Communion Assistants—Judy Swanson and Ginny Ericson (B)
Technical Assistant—Volunteer
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Funeral Helpers

The following are asked to bake a
cake or help in the kitchen for funerals
during this month. The Funeral Coordinator will contact you if needed.
Nancy Brockshus, Jane Olivier, Gay
Parker, DeeAnn Sales, Donna Walsh.

Ushers

Skip Schossow (Captain), Mike Moos,
Jean Huff, David Midland
TBA

Altar Guild

Council/Foundation Vacancies

Council: Jeff Levine and Lila
Plambeck may run again. Dick Lindblom
has served two terms. Jean Huff resigned this year. We have 4 openings.
Foundation: Jenna Liberto and Dave
Madsen have served two terms. We
have 2 openings.
Notify Bobbi if you are willing to serve.

Thank You

Thank you for your donation of food
goods at the Thanksgiving service;
which will be distributed by the First Lutheran and St. Thomas Episcopal food
pantries and the Blessing Box at St.
Luke Lutheran Church.
Also thank you for your generous donations of sweat pants, mittens, stocking
caps and underwear for the Irving
School students.

CROP Walk Update

Senior Companion Program

The Augustana team made a significant contribution to the overall efforts of the 2017 Sioux City
CROP Walk. Team Augustana had 22 walkers and
two dogs which was our largest group to date and a
tie for the 6th largest group participating! Together
we raised $1,530. In total, the 2017 CROP Walk
raised over $26,000 and had 320 participants! Way
to go CROP Walk team and thank you to everyone
who donated to help fight hunger.
See you next year!

Would you like to make a difference for other
adults in your community?
If you are 55 or better, the Senior Companion
Program would love to help you get started! Volunteer benefits are available. Senior Companion volunteers work with adults one-on-one to help them
maintain their independence in their own homes
through visiting and assistance. Be that friend and
companion to someone who can use your support
to maintain their quality of life. For more information
about being a volunteer or receiving Senior Companion services, please contact the nearest Senior
Companion office at 712-476-2628 or 712-2242610, or view their website rvrseniorvolunteerprograms.org.

Swedish Rye Bread

We are looking for youth and adult volunteers
to help with our annual bread baking. This
year we are going to start making dough at 3:00pm
on Friday, December 8, and work through until all
of the loaves are made, probably early or mid-day
on Saturday. We are asking volunteers to sign up
for two-hour blocks of time, but will take whatever
time people have available. If you aren’t up to
kneading the dough, we can use people to measure ingredients, wash dishes, bag finished loaves,
and help with getting the loaves to the buyers. All
help is welcome and appreciated.
God’s Work, Our Hands.

2018 Intent to Give Forms

Please return your 2018 Intent to Give Forms by
Sunday, December 17. They will all be dedicated
at the 10:15 service.

Poinsettias for Christmas

You have the opportunity to purchase a poinsettia plant for our Christmas services. The price this year is
$9.50. Please fill out and return this form if you would like to place an order. Thank you.
Orders must be placed by December 17, 2017. (Use extra paper if necessary)
Name:________________________________________________
I would like to give _________ plant(s) at $9.50 each. I have enclosed $ ________
My plant(s) is/are given to the Glory of God.___
My plant(s) is/are given in memory of_________________________________________________________
My plant(s) is/are given in honor of___________________________________________________________
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December 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

Sat

2

9 am-Decorate
for Advent

6-7 pm Soccer

3

1st Sunday of
Advent
Quarter Sunday

4

9 am Staff
meeting

1 pm Caroling

9:15 am
Music staff

2-6 pm STH

5-9 pm JfK

5

6

7

11 am Women’s Potluck
Luncheon

5-9 pm JfK

10

11

2 pm Magic
Club
5 pm Lucia
Festival

9:15 am
Music staff

17

18

2nd Sunday of
Advent

3rd Sunday of
Advent
10:15 SS Program

9 am Staff
meeting

5-9 pm JfK

9 am Staff
meeting

12

10 am Piece
Corps Quilters

9:45 am Bickford Cottage

8
3 pm-? bake
Swedish rye
bread

9

9 am-Set up
for Lucia
10 am AWE
rehearsal

6-7 pm Soccer

10 am-2pm
sell Swedish
rye bread

14

15

16

5-9 pm JfK

6-7 pm Soccer

21

22

23

29

30

5-9 pm JfK
6:45 Council

19

20

9:15 am
Music staff

2-6 pm STH

5-9 pm JfK

5-9 pm JfK

24

25

26

4th Sunday of
Advent
See page 1

13

9 am Korv
making
5-9 pm JfK
6 pm Women’s Potluck at
Pastor and
Jane’s house

Merry
Christmas

Pastor on vacation

5-9 pm JfK

27

Pastor on vacation

28

Pastor on vacation

Pastor on vacation

Office closed
_____________________________

31

1st Sunday of
Christmas
10:15 only

Sunday mornings: 8:00—Holy Communion, 9:00—Adult Education, Music with Mrs. Wooley,
9:15—Celebration Choir Rehearsal, Sunday School, 10:15—Holy Communion
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Augustana Lutheran Church
600 Court St.
Sioux City, IA 51101
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Schedule:
8:00 Holy Communion Worship
9:00 Adult Education, Music with
Mrs. Wooley
9:15 Celebration Choir Rehearsal,
Sunday School
10:15 Holy Communion Worship
—unstaffed nursery available
—handicap accessible
—free taxi to worship—277-0000 (van)
or 252-4777 (car)

Mission Statements:

Congregation Council:

Church: A welcoming, caring congre-

Caleb Christopherson, President

gation offering opportunities for wor-

(2018); Adam Frisch (2019); Jeff

ship, spiritual growth, and fellowship.

Levine (2017); Marlene Levine, Sec-

We express our faith and love to oth-

retary; Dick Lindblom (2017); Linda

ers in the name of Jesus Christ.

Lindgren (2019); David Midland

Staff: We are called to work together

(2018); The Rev. Del Olivier, Pastor;

to enhance the community of Au-

Lila Plambeck (2017); Martin Sea,

gustana Lutheran Church as we

Vice-President (2019); Bob Swan-

share our ministry of witnessing to the

son, Treasurer.

living God in Jesus Christ, facilitating
the gifts and talents of people.

Office hours Mon-Fri 9:00 am-1:00 pm
Phone: 712-255-7694
Email: augustana1875@augustanasc.org
Web site: www.augustanasc.org
Facebook: Augustana Lutheran, Sioux City

Pastor—The Rev. Del Olivier
Director of Music—Diana Wooley
Organists—Bob Barry and Shannon Peterson
Pianists—Bob Barry, Heidi Graben,
Angela Iversen, and Shannon Peterson
Sexton—Mark Kochen

December, 2017

Office Administrator—Bobbi Laskowske

