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From the Pastor

A new year...a new beginning. Or will it be more of
the same-ol’, same-ol’? John the Seer had a vision during his exile on the Island of Patmos. God spoke to him
in this way. “And the one who was seated on the throne
said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also he said,
‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’” (Revelation
21:5 NRSV)
John also writes about a new heaven and a new earth with God
coming down from heaven and living in the midst of us. When will
this take place? In the years 66-70, the Jewish sect of the Essenes
saw the Jewish revolt against the Romans in Judea as the final end
-time battle which would bring about the arrival of the Messiah. By
the authority of Simon bar Giora, coins were minted declaring the
redemption of Israel. It wasn’t until about 300 years later that Hilary
of Poitiers, a French bishop, announced that the world would end in
365. Since then, a long list of people have declared the end of the
world by various calamities. The latest of these came on September 23, 2017. It was made by author and conspiracy theorist David
Meade who predicted that an unseen planet, Nibiru (or sometimes
Planet X) would become visible in the Earth’s sky and that said
planet would “soon” destroy the Earth and Armageddon would take
place during that date.
While we wait for any number of predicted endings—or some
not even suggested—we continue our wait for God’s “time” to enter
human time. Sometimes I pray that it will be sooner than later, but
I’m not in charge of that decision. So, in the meantime we gather
for worship on a regular basis. We hear over and over again wonderful stories of God’s love for us. We sing the great hymns of faith
and new songs that tell the good news. We feast on bread and
wine—Jesus’ body and blood. Our sins are forgiven. We leave this
place forgiven, fed, and nourished to proclaim the Gospel in word
and deed.
What a privilege it is to be a Child of God! What a blessing to be
entrusted with sharing the Good News! What an opportunity to be a
part of doing God’s work with our hands...and hearts and voices.
Blessings to all in 2018!
Your fellow servant of Christ,
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Thank You

Thank you to all those who participated in Advent and Christmas worship and activities. Thank you to all
those who helped set up,
take down, decorate, and redecorate.

Thank You

New Member Class

Pastor Del will be offering a class for those interested in becoming members of Augustana Lutheran Church on Sunday, January
21 at 3:00 PM. All are welcome!

Thank you for the beautiful cards,
well wishes and gifts given to Jane and
me this year. We are so blessed to
serve this congregation!

January Celebrations

Baptism Birthdays
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Birthdays
2
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13
15
16
17
18
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21
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Linda Lindgren
DJ Wynn
Audrey Christopherson
David Mohan
Noah Dickman
Bob Padmore
Spencer Will
Chase Broyhill
Joe Glass
Kristi Husted
Kim Christopherson
Ron Parker
Cyd Fleckenstein
Mike Larson
Zach Plambeck
Alicia Trobaugh
Elaine Kreutzian
Madeline Hexom
Ava Baker

If you see a missing name or
incorrect date, please advise
the office.
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6
7
8
10
20
21
25
26
29
30
31

Caleb Christopherson
Andy Gray
Isabella Strohbeen
Mary Madsen
Trevor Welp
Rollie Whitsel
Rick Dickson
Paul Lindblom
Carl Peterson
Devon Krager
Sophia Renneke
Mollie Mize
Erik Hagberg
Molly Baker
Marty Sea
Alex Baker
Amy Macfarlane
Dick Sea

Wedding Anniversaries
4 William & Tanya McFall
11 Rollie & Kris Whitsel

Epiphany of our Lord, January 6

January Benevolence

Did you get a lump of “coal” for
Christmas? How about an inappropriate-age toy for your child? The book
you already have? The clothes that
really aren't “you”?
Don’t find a place in your closet
and then throw them away next year!
Bring them to church now and we will
find a place for them. Mom’s Place
Mom’s Place (formerly Mission of the
Messiah) will be happy to receive
these items.

Thank You

Thank you for the wonderful
well wishes, cards and
thoughtful gifts given to me this
year. They are very much appreciated! Bobbi

Humans have an almost universal longing for home. We long for those memories of
security or comfort, we long for familiar paths and sidewalks and the old oak tree in the
back yard. We long for what was, knowing we can never return once we have been
changed by life. For some this means we live forever as wanderers and refugees. In the
gospel text, Jesus and his family are refugees far from their home in Galilee. Shortly after
the events in this text they will leave for Egypt, fleeing from Herod’s persecutions and becoming political refugees.
Still, no matter where we are or how far we travel, as Christians we are always home. Even secular notions of home are more about what physical location means to us, rather than mere location. This is particularly true for us as God’s people. For the children of God, home is less place than it is experience of the presence of God. It is the glory and wonder of a restored Jerusalem, and as Isaiah promises: “Then you shall see
and be radiant” (Isa. 60:5). Home is being in the company of God’s people gathered from the ends of the
earth and dining together. Home is that holy place in the presence of God where everyone has a place at the
table and all are treated equally.
This is a home everyone can recognize and everyone can experience. This is a home for those whose
families are broken, a home for those who are homeless, a home for all people. This is the place Jesus creates for us. So we travel on, with a star to guide us, until finally that star shines down on our home. We enter
slowly, maybe even with trepidation, and are overwhelmed with joy. What else can we do but offer Jesus the
best we have: our very lives?
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The 63rd Lucia Festival

Remember in prayer. . .

Robert Barger, Oriah Boling-Ellens, Glenna
Brockhaus, Chase Broyhill, Shaun Broyhill, Mari
Ellsworth and family, Ken File, Barb (Becklund) Filer, Pastor Gene Fortune, Doug Gough, Krystal Gough, Kris
Grunig, Gwen Hart, John Hart, Paula Hebron, Alyson Heck,
Ron Houske, Judy Howard, Elysha Iversen, Olivia Kallaos,
Mackenzie Keith, Dave Kellen, Dean Koeppen, Mark
Kreutzian, Ken Lawson, Brock Lindgren, David Lindgren,
Peter Macfarlane, Trevor & Nicholle Mammen and family,
Janet Maxwell, Ella McDermott, Dorothy Midland, Marion
Moline, Janet Morgan, Jacob Muckey, Chad Muecke, Denise Nurse, Tom Peterson, Wendy Pohl, Lenona Raymond,
Susan Shacka, Alice Sea, Adam Smith, Kristie Smith, Dorothy Swenson, Dennis Travis, the family of Jack & Jane
Ward, Cindy Washinowski, Brianne Wilson, Chad Wolf,
Carol Yaneff, Tami Zerr, and those affected by disasters
throughout the world.
Each week we pray for some of the families in the congregation.
January 7—David Mara; Bryce & Ashley, and Brayton Matsuo; Judy Matsuo; Janet Maxwell; Terry & Deb, Trisha,
Sean, and Devin McAllister.
January 14—Julie McGlothlen, Marty, Nic and Nicole
McGlothlen; David Midland; Jean and Josh Midland; William & Mollie Mize; David Mohan.
January 21—Janice Mohan; Marion Moline; Michael Moos;
Andrew & Junilda Moreland; Louise Moreland.
January 28—Michael & Martha Moreland; Dave & Julie,
and Tori Nelson; Ollie & Linda Nygard; Steven & Brenda
Oehlerking; Pastor Del & Jane Olivier.

Nicole McGlothlen was named the 2017
Lucia at the 63rd Lucia Festival on Sunday,
December 10 at Augustana Lutheran Church.
Her attendants were Lexy Baier, and Abbie
Parker. Starboys were Alex Hexom, Evan
Iversen, Hunter Liberto, and Tyler Welp
The Lucia Festival originated in Sweden.
According to legend, Lucia was a medieval
saint who carried food and drink to the hungry
during a period of famine in the Swedish province of Varmland. Lucia
stands today as a symbol of light and hope to
all of humankind.
Donna Walsh, accompanied by Shannon
Peterson, sang the Lucia Song. Jenny Stewart read the Lucia Story,
and
Dave
Madsen
served as master of ceremonies.

Mission Plan Requests

Mission Team leaders should begin the
process of determining what amount they
would like to see in their line items for next
year’s mission plan (budget).

Directory Changes
If You are Hospitalized...

If you are or a family member is hospitalized
and you want Pastor Del to come visit, please call the office
(712-255-7694) or Pastor Del’s cell (712-490-6510). Neither hospital is calling the church with names of those admitted, sometimes even when you ask them to!
Also, if you are planning an operation or other procedure at a hospital, please let Pastor Del know so he can
arrange a pre-procedure visit.

New Member Class

Alex & Ashley Baker
506 Forest View
Sioux City, IA 51103
Please look at your listing in the newly published membership directory. Is it correct? Do
we have a landline that you no longer use?
Willing to share your cell number?
Contact Bobbi at 255-7694 or churchadmin@augustanasc.org to get us the corrections. Thank you.

Are you or do you know of someone who is interested in becoming a member of Augustana Lutheran Church? Pastor Del will conduct a class on Sunday, January 21 at 3:00
pm for all those interested. Current members are also invited to attend.
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Stewardship Corner

“Working Together: Celebrating God’s Good Gifts”
Thank you to the twenty-one persons who completed the stewardship surveys which were sent out in November. Thank you to the 31 giving units who submitted
the Intent to Give forms. Thus far, $84,858 has been
promised for the General Fund and $12,925 for Capital
Improvements.
Why give to Augustana Lutheran Church?
The faith practice of making a regular financial offering to your congregation is grounded in a “first fruits” philosophy.
We might think of this giving as “business as usual.”
You pay the rent, you buy groceries and you contribute
regularly to help carry out God’s mission in the world.
Your generosity isn’t an afterthought; it’s part of your day
-in and day-out joyful response as a child of God.
These offerings first help to support local ministries,
outreach and more. Your congregation then shares a
portion of your offering—mission support—with your
synod and the churchwide expression. Stories of Faith in
Action is filled with examples of how mission support
enables us to do God’s work with our hands.
Many Christians talk about their regular contribution
as a tithe. This helps them to differentiate between their
financial commitment to their congregation and the special offerings they designate to specific causes. Such
causes may include ELCA World Hunger, a program of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, your congregation’s building fund or a pan-Lutheran organization
such as Lutheran World Relief.
We encourage your designated support of these
worthy causes. But we also recommend that these offerings are given above and beyond, and never in place of,
your commitment to your regular congregational offering.
Alms are our compassionate, heartfelt response to
the people Jesus mentioned in Matthew 25: those “least”
of our sisters and brothers who are “less” than we in circumstance only and always our equal in their humanity.
This is our most personal and spontaneous kind of
giving in response to people in need. Think about the
homeless man you see everyday by the bus stop or the
family in your congregation whose home was lost during
a fire. Your outreach makes God’s love for them feel
very real and very immediate; your kindness reveals
Christ’s presence within them as well.
It’s also important to remember that when we focus
exclusively on giving in terms of money alone, we lose
sight of the bigger picture. God calls us to be generous
in all areas our lives and invites us to explore the many
opportunities to share ourselves through our time and
talent.
When we ground our giving in a biblical context, our
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financial generosity becomes an expression of our
love for God, for our neighbor and for ourselves.
We are new people in Christ: compassionate and
eager to share.
We give cheerfully because God has given us
so much.
“ . . . we are God’s servants, working together.“

Thrivent Congregation Advocate

Are you someone who:
 Is passionate about your church and its mission?
 Wants to make a difference in the lives of
those in your church and community?
 Is a Thrivent member and supporter?
When it comes to the people in your church,
you know what really matters, and—as a congregational advocate—you will connect your church
to Thrivent resources to:

Help others learn to be wise with money. For
example: – Teach people how to protect themselves by arranging an Identity Theft workshop. – Coordinate a youth program to stress
the importance of “share, save, spend.” –
Connect a friend with a Thrivent Financial representative to create a plan for retirement.
 Create opportunities for generosity within your
church. For example: – Lead a Thrivent Action
Team to support a cause your church is passionate about. – Organize a Thrivent Builds®
with Habitat for Humanity® work day to help
construct a house with a family in need. – Encourage eligible members to direct Thrivent
Choice Dollars®.
Please let Pastor Del know if you meet the criteria and would be willing to be this person.

Worship assistants,

you are responsible for serving on the day they are scheduled. If you are unable to
serve on a date scheduled, please arrange for a substitute and notify the office so the correct names
may be entered in the bulletin.
Sunday, January 7, 2018—10:15 am
Acolyte—Sydnee Wynn and Abbie Dickman
Greeters—Baier Family
Assisting Minister—Lexy Baier
Communion Assistants—Ollie Nygard and Noah Dickman (B)
Technical Assistant—Emily Fleckenstein
Eucharistic Ministers—Marian Erickson and Judy Swanson
Sunday, January 14, 2018—10:15 am
Acolyte—Mia Hall and Dawson Trobaugh
Greeters—Terry & Debbie McAllister
Assisting Minister—Caleb Christopherson
Communion Assistants—Beth Schwaderer and
Marian Erickson (B)
Technical Assistant—Marlene Levine
Sunday, January 21, 2018—10:15 am
Acolyte—Madalyn Welp and Mason Heck
Greeters—JoAnn Dickman and Welp Family
Assisting Minister—Emily Fleckenstein
Communion Assistants—Deb Fegenbush and Ginny Ericson (B)
Technical Assistant—Josh Midland
Eucharistic Ministers—Deb Fegenbush and Linda Nygard
Sunday, January 28, 20018—10:15 am
Acolyte—Abby Whitsel and Ellie Dickman
Greeters—Linda Nygard and Beth Schwaderer
Assisting Minister—Fred Hexom
Communion Assistants—Debbie McAllister and
Cyd Fleckenstein (B)
Technical Assistant—Matt Rixner
Sunday, February 4, 2018—10:15 am
Acolyte—Sydnee Wynn and Alyson Heck
Greeters—Marian Erickson and Jan Mohan
Assisting Minister—Shelley Hexom
Communion Assistants—Josh Midland and
Nicole McGlothlen (B)
Technical Assistant—Pete Iversen
Eucharistic Ministers—Marian Erickson and Linda Nygard
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Funeral Helpers

The following are asked to bake a
cake or help in the kitchen for funerals
during this month. The Funeral Coordinator will contact you if needed.
Kim Baier, Pat Bergstrom, Kim Christopherson, Jeanne Emmons, Deb
Fegenbush, and Carla Glass.

Ushers

Bullock family (Darrel, Captain), Gough
family, Ginny Ericson
Darrel & Christi Bullock

Altar Guild

Council/Foundation Vacancies

Council: Jeff Levine and Lila
Plambeck may run again. Dick Lindblom
has served two terms. Jean Huff resigned this year. We have 4 openings.
Foundation: Jenna Liberto and Dave
Madsen have served two terms. We
have 2 openings.
We will also elect two or three voting
members (one male, one female, and
possibly one youth) for the Western Iowa
Synod Assembly which will be held in
Sioux City June 8-10.
Notify Bobbi if you are willing to serve.

Annual Meetings

The Annual Augustana Congregation Meeting and the Annual Augustana
Foundation Meeting will take place on
Sunday, January 28 at 11:30. Please
make plans to attend. Among other business, we will be electing Congregation
Council and Augustana Foundation
Board members and voting members for
the Western Iowa Synod Assembly in
June.
Written reports need to be to Bobbi
by Monday, January 22.
Thank you.

Council Person of the Month

Each month we will be introducing you to
one of our Congregation Council members.
This month is all about Caleb Christopherson.
Caleb and Kim Christopherson joined
Augustana June, 2015.
Caleb is an attorney for the City of Sioux
City, and is also a Reserve Officer in the Air
Force.
Caleb’s states his “dreams” for Augustana as: “I would like to see Augustana realize its goal of resolving all of the issues with
building, fixture, and appliance maintenance. I would also like to see membership
increase. We have a lot of great and fun
traditions as well, such as the Saint Lucia
celebration, Rye bread-making, and many
others, and I hope we will always continue
those.”

Baptism of Our Lord/Baptism Stepping
Stone
Life on planet Earth must have water. Christians
see in the water of baptism the matrix of our new life
in Christ. The font is like the river Jordan that leads
us to the new land of promise, like the primeval waters over which the Spirit of God hovered in creation
We stand in the river; but we are also with the baptizer in the wilderness.
In several Bible stories, the dove symbolized the
presence of God’s Holy Spirit. The white color
matches the baptismal garment.
Once again light is an image for the power of
God. God’s voice brings light into the earth's darkness. Early Christians referred to baptism by water
as enlightenment.
On this day we recognize those persons who
were baptized since the previous Baptism of our
Lord Sunday: Paul Thomas Lindblom, 1/8/17; Annie
Lue Stewart, 8/6/17; Ellie Marie Lindgren, 8/20/17;
Chase Michael Broyhill, 9/24/17; Kennedy
Faith Liberto, 11/5/17. A special blessing will
be given to them at the 10:15 service.

Souper Bowl of Caring 2018

In 2017, more than 6,540 groups participated in Souper Bowel of Caring,
collecting more than $10,115,948 in cash and food items for local hunger relief charities. “Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us to be
mindful of those who are hungry”. Let us work together across the nation to
tackle hunger and poverty.
It has become a powerful movement that is transforming the time around
the Super Bowl weekend into the nation’s largest celebration of giving and
serving.
Be part of this movement of sharing God’s love with those in need. On Super Bowl Sunday youth will be
available with soup kettles to receive donations to feed the hungry in Siouxland. The money will be donated
to Interfaith Resources which provides food for local food pantries. Non-perishable foods may also be donated. These will be distributed by the St. Thomas Episcopal Church and First Lutheran Church food pantries
and the St. Luke Lutheran Church Blessing Box.
In 2017 the Iowa total was $42,420 and Augustana gave $175 and 12 food items. Can we do more this
year? What if...what if, on February 11, you brought donated the amount of money of the final score of
both teams or your favorite team? What if…?
For more information regarding this active organization go to “http://www.souperbowl.org/. This story tells
how one small gesture can make a world of difference.
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January 2018
Sun

Mon

1

Happy New
Year!
Office Closed

Tue

2

9 am Staff
meeting
9:15 am
Music staff

Wed

3

10 am
Women’s
Bible Study

5-9 pm JfK

7

Baptism of
Our Lord

Quarter Sunday

8

9 am Staff
meeting

9

10 am Piece
Corps Quilters

9:15 am
Music staff

2-6 pm STH

5-9 pm JfK

5-9 pm JfK

6:45 Council

14

15

16

2 pm Magic
Club
2-6 pm STH

9:15 am
Music staff

2nd Sunday
after Epiphany

9 am Staff
meeting

10

22

2-6 pm STH
3 pm New
Member Class

9:15 am
Music staff
5-9 pm JfK

5-9 pm JfK

28

29

30

4th Sunday after
Epiphany
11:30 am
Annual Meeting

2-6 pm STH

9 am Staff
meeting

9 am Staff
meeting

23

10 am Piece
Corps Quilters

5-9 pm JfK
6 pm
Women’s
Bible Study

1-4:45
Siouxland
Mental Health

17

9:45 am Bickford Cottage

5-9 pm JfK

3rd Sunday
after Epiphany

4

11

5-9 pm JfK

21

Thu

24

Fri

5

Sat

6

Epiphany of
Our Lord

6-7 pm Soccer
7:15-8:15 pm
Basketball

12

13
10 am AWE
rehearsal

5-9 pm JfK

6-7 pm Soccer
7:15-8:15 pm
Basketball

18

19

5-9 pm JfK

6-7 pm Soccer
7:15-8:15 pm
Basketball

25

26

5-9 pm JfK

6-7 pm Soccer
7:15-8:15 pm
Basketball

20

27

31

9:15 am
Music staff
5-9 pm JfK

5-9 pm JfK

Sunday mornings: 8:00—Holy Communion, 9:00—Adult Education, Music with Mrs. Wooley,
9:15—Celebration Choir Rehearsal, Sunday School, 10:15—Holy Communion
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Augustana Lutheran Church
600 Court St.
Sioux City, IA 51101
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Schedule:
8:00 Holy Communion Worship
9:00 Adult Education, Music with
Mrs. Wooley
9:15 Celebration Choir Rehearsal,
Sunday School
10:15 Holy Communion Worship
—unstaffed nursery available
—handicap accessible
—free taxi to worship—277-0000 (van)
or 252-4777 (car)

Mission Statements:

Congregation Council:

Church: A welcoming, caring congre-

Caleb Christopherson, President

gation offering opportunities for wor-

(2018); Adam Frisch (2019); Jeff

ship, spiritual growth, and fellowship.

Levine (2017); Marlene Levine, Sec-

We express our faith and love to oth-

retary; Dick Lindblom (2017); Linda

ers in the name of Jesus Christ.

Lindgren (2019); David Midland

Staff: We are called to work together

(2018); The Rev. Del Olivier, Pastor;

to enhance the community of Au-

Lila Plambeck (2017); Martin Sea,

gustana Lutheran Church as we

Vice-President (2019); Bob Swan-

share our ministry of witnessing to the

son, Treasurer.

living God in Jesus Christ, facilitating
the gifts and talents of people.

Office hours Mon-Fri 9:00 am-1:00 pm
Phone: 712-255-7694
Email: augustana1875@augustanasc.org
Web site: www.augustanasc.org
Facebook: Augustana Lutheran, Sioux City

Pastor—The Rev. Del Olivier
Director of Music—Diana Wooley
Organists—Bob Barry and Shannon Peterson
Pianists—Bob Barry, Heidi Graben,
Angela Iversen, and Shannon Peterson
Sexton—Mark Kochen

January, 2018

Office Administrator—Bobbi Laskowske

