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From the Pastor

Christ is risen. He is risen indeed, alleluia!
Although Holy Week is extra busy with three days’
worth of additional worship services, I look forward to
the end of Lent and the beginning of Easter. Yes, by
Sunday noon I’m exhausted, but it is a good exhaustion.
Really...no foolin’!
While Jesus’ birth is important because his life was, we Christians consider Christ’s ultimate mission to include his death and resurrection. Of course, most Christian cultures make a much bigger
deal out of Christmas than Easter. The reasons for this are complex.
A big factor is probably that a miraculous birth is easier to celebrate
than a terrible death, even when followed by a resurrection. Also,
because Easter has generally been seen as more sacred, it hasn't
been a time for fun and celebration, whereas Christmas has. In the
past century, the practice of gift-giving and other customs has made
Christmas very profitable, which gives stores and companies a big
incentive to decorate, play songs, and generally make a big deal out
of the holiday. In short, the Resurrection is more important to Christians, but Christmas is a bigger holiday. I’m okay with this, the Cadbury Bunny commercials notwithstanding.
The early Church felt that it would be appropriate to set aside a
full fifty days to celebrate Jesus’ victory over sin and death. Seven
Sundays of Easter. Join us each week to hear the good news:
Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Thank You!!
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For Spring Cleaning Day! Thank you for all those who had anything to do
with the Spring Cleaning Day. It was a wonderful intergenerational event
and much cleaning was accomplished. Thank you, Jeff, for the delicious
lunch. Thank you, Marlene, for organizing the event.
For Holy Week! Thank you to all who portrayed biblical characters, sang
extra anthems, helped set up, and in any way added to enrich the Holy
Week services at Augustana.
For decorating for Easter! Once again our worship space was beautifully
transformed from Lent to Easter. Thank you to all who sponsored Easter
lilies used on our lily cross, on the reredos, and elsewhere.
For Easter Vigil! Thank you to Mason Heck, Alex Hexom, Elie Iversen, and
Kaylyn Winter for reading the Bible stories during the Easter Vigil service. It’s wonderful to have such
young people so actively involved in our worship. Thanks also to my colleagues, the Rev. Kristine Stedje
from First Lutheran Church and the Rev. Jay Denne from St. Luke Lutheran Church and St. Thomas
Episcopal Church for being a part of this worship service.

Easter Lectionary

Remember in prayer. . .

Oriah Boling-Ellens, Glenna Brockhaus, Chase
Broyhill, Shaun Broyhill, Marian Erickson, Ken File,
Kris Grunig, Darrel Hansen, Paula Hebron, Ron Houske,
Elysha Iversen, Olivia Kallaos, Mackenzie Keith, Dave Kellen, Michael Kochen, Greg LaScala, Ben Lindgren, Brock
Lindgren, David Lindgren, Peter Macfarlane, Trevor &
Nicholle Mammen and family, Janet Maxwell, Dorothy Midland, Janice Mohan, Jacob Muckey, Chad Muecke, Denise
Nurse, Tom Peterson, Wendy Pohl, Lenona Raymond, Alice Sea, Adam Smith, Dorothy Swenson, Steve Trobaugh,
the family of Jack & Jane Ward, Cindy Washinowski, Brianne Wilson, Diana Wooley, Jackson Wynn, Carol Yaneff,
Tami Zerr, Larry Zinke, and those affected by disasters
throughout the world.
Each week we pray for some of the families in the congregation.
April 1—Terry & Jean Turner; Denny Usher; Phyllis Van
Evera; Nancy Van Meter; Brad & Donna Verschoor.
April 8—Craig & Donna Walsh; Ryan Walsh; Jack & Jane
Ward; Jeff & Cindy Washinowski; Cindy, Trevor, Madalyn,
and Tyler Welp.
April 15—Rollie & Kris, Abby and Aiden Whitsel; Spencer
Will; Craig & Anne, Kaylyn and Clara Winter; James
Wooley; Russ & Diana Wooley.
April 22—DJ & Kirsten, Jackson and Sydnee Wynn; Brandy, Jordan, Josie, and Mykenzie Amick; Ryan & Anna,
Breckan and Corinne Anderson; Drew & Kim, Austin and
Lexy Baier; Alex & Ashley, Ava and Arynn Baker.
April 29—Mark & Wendy, Ryan and Molly Baker; Pat Bergstrom; Joe Bourne & Ellie Frisch; Larry & Nancy Brockshus;
Shaun & Misty, and Chase Broyhill.

The Easter season is about seeing:
Christ risen, Christ present among us in the
breaking of the bread, Christ’s Spirit poured
out on the church. In Lent we have turned
inward, acknowledging the brokenness of the
world and our own participation in systems
that oppress. We have walked the wilderness
journey of temptation and doubt. Like a
groaning desert, our whole lives have cried
out for baptismal waters to refresh us and set
before us the promise of a new beginning.
Perhaps we’ve wondered if such a beginning
could every come.
But at Easter every veil that has obscured the cosmic reality that Christ is alive,
life is stronger than death, and love wins is
lifted and discarded with Christ’s burial
shroud, never to be needed again.

From Sundays
Seasons.

and

First Communion

Camryn Glass received her First Communion at the Maundy Thursday service on
March 29. Camryn is the daughter of Joe and
Carla Glass.
The Body and Blood of Christ given and
shed for you, Camryn.

Summer Music

Although the weather
might not suggest it, summer is just around the corner. While the choir is on a
well-deserved rest, we have
openings for soloists and
small groups to provide anthems or voluntaries during
the late service.
Is this only for adults? Of
course not! Is this only vocal
music? Of course not!
Would it be nice to have a
musical offering every Sunday this summer? Of course!
Please see Diana Wooley to choose the date/s you want
before they are gone.
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Address Changes

Please look at your listing in the membership directory. Is it correct? Do we have a
landline that you no longer use? Willing to
share your cell number?
Contact Bobbi at 255-7694 or churchadmin@augustanasc.org to get us the corrections. Thank you.

Easter Gospel

In Easter our year of readings from Mark is
temporarily interrupted by accounts of Jesus’
post-resurrection appearances from John and
Luke, which capture not only the excitement but
also the fear and confusion that tend to accompany news as world-shattering as this. It is crucial in proclaiming these texts not to minimize or
discount these very real human emotions. Many
in our assemblies identify strongly with the experience of Thomas and others who do not at
first believe, and long to know that their doubt is
not a cause for shame or exclusion from the
worshiping community. Instead of approaching
these texts from a negative lens (i.e., “Those
silly disciples, why couldn’t they see?”), they
can become an invitation for “doubters” to experience Jesus’ presence for them in the meal of
Holy Communion. Many of the post-resurrection
experiences in scripture occur in the context of
a meal. Many of
the ones that
happen
today
still do.

From Sundays
and Seasons.

tian. But in college, I happened to read Kurt Vonnegut’s essay “Palm Sunday.” Vonnegut was not a
Christian, yet he was invited to preach at an Episcopal
church on Palm Sunday, 1980 (alas, March 30). Vonnegut takes on Matthew 26, in which Jesus says, “For
you always have the poor with you”—a text that is notoriously problematic for all sorts of Christians.
Vonnegut argues that Jesus is not dismissing Judas’ concern for the poor, but rather making a joke at
Judas’ expense. To make the joke clearer, Vonnegut
paraphrases it: “Judas, don’t worry about it. There will
be plenty of poor people left long after I’m gone.”
This, Vonnegut says, is a “divine black joke, well
suited to the occasion. It says everything about hypocrisy and nothing about the poor. It is a Christian joke,
which allows Jesus to remain civil, but to chide Judas
about his hypocrisy just the same.”
I found this idea revelatory; it changed how I read
the Bible. And not just this passage—when you know
what to look for, Jesus jokes all the time. The Bible is
full of jokes.
One reason we miss jokes in the Bible is our Puritan tradition of disdain for levity, which tends to frame
the things Jesus says as pithy comebacks or clever
clichés—but not jokes. There is a logic to this: we
have no problem being fully human but struggle to be
godly, so we should focus on what is godly about Jesus.
Miles Townes is a writer, teacher, and an elder in
the Presbyterian Church USA. As a preacher, I sometimes do begin with a joke, although it’s not a common
practice of mine. But celebrating the Resurrection of Jesus on April Fools’ Day is a perfect opportunity to point
out God’s sense of humor. I imagine a laughing Jesus
departing the tomb, because death has been destroyed
to make way for eternal life with our Triune God!
Who’s laughing now?

Easter on April 1...No Fooling!

(The following is an excerpt from an article in
The Christian Century written by Miles
Townes as well as thoughts from Pastor Del.)
Preachers often begin their sermons with
a joke. These jokes are ornaments, brightening up a somber sermon. They don’t generally serve a deeper purpose.
What will preachers do this Easter—April
1, 2018? Will they make a joke in passing,
before digging into the serious stuff? Or will
they embrace the opportunity to do something more?
For a long time I believed otherwise, that
the Bible was all heavy stuff. I based my ideal
of Christian discipleship on a very serious
Jesus, and I tried to be a very serious Chris3

April Celebrations
Birthdays
3
6
7
10
11
14
15
16
17
19
21
22
27
30

Baptism Birthdays

Isaiah Renneke
Devon Krager
Sheila Schossow
Jonathan Bullock
Madalyn Welp
Doug Peterson
Doug Strohbeen
Jeff Levine
Bob Stewart
Pastor David Cox
Brenda Davis
Cindy Welp
Matt Rixner
Shelley Hexom
Marilyn Hagberg
Abbie Parker
Doug Gough
Jenna Liberto

Wedding Anniversary
23 Dick & Mary Hettinger

3
4
7
9
10
11
14

16
18
19
20
21
24
28
29

Jean Turner
Steven Cox
Joe Glass
Ross Peterson
Sofie Rixner
Stella Rixner
Pat Bergstrom
Rosemary Forsling
Isaac Plambeck
JoAnn Dickman
Lila Plambeck
Ava Baker
Connie Larson
Steffi Sea
Greer Macfarlane
Clyde Robinson
Josh Harry
Noah Dickman
Abbie Dickman
Ellie Dickman

If you see a missing name or incorrect date, please advise the
office.

2018 Flower Chart

The 2018 flower chart has been
posted in the narthex by the north entrance to the nave. Please sign up if and
when you are willing to donate bouquets
that adorn the reredos. The cost for a
beautiful bouquet is $35.

April Council Meeting

This year we moved the Congregation Council meeting to the second
Thursday of the month. That doesn’t
work in April. The April Congregation
Council meeting will take place on
Tuesday, April 10 at 6:45 pm.

If You are Hospitalized...

If you are or a family member is
hospitalized and you want Pastor Del
to come visit, please call the office
(712-255-7694) or Pastor Del’s cell
(712-490-6510).
Neither hospital is calling the
church
with
names of those
admitted, sometimes even when
you ask them to!

Kids Say the Darnedest Things

Six-year-old Angie and her four-year-old brother, Joel, were
sitting together in church. Joel giggled, sang, and talked out
loud. Finally, his big sister had had enough.
“You're not supposed to talk out loud in church.”
“Why? Who's going to stop me?” Joel asked.
Angie pointed to the back of the church and said,
“See those two people standing by the door?
They're hushers.”
Husher
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Worship assistants,

you are responsible for serving on the day they are scheduled. If you are unable to
serve on a date scheduled, please arrange for a substitute and notify the office so the correct names
may be entered in the bulletin.
Easter Sunday April 1, 2018—10:15 am
Acolytes—Trevor Welp, Noah Dickman, Madalyn Welp, Abbie
Dickman, and Ellie Dickman
Greeters—Skip & Sheila Schossow
Assisting Minister—Shelley Hexom
Communion Assistants—Deb Fegenbush and Jane Olivier (B)
Technical Assistant—Josh Midland
Sunday April 8, 2018—10:15 am
Acolytes—Abby Whitsel and Dawson Trobaugh
Greeters—Marian Erickson and Beth Schwaderer
Assisting Minister—Marlene Levine
Communion Assistants—Ginny Ericson
and Dominic Trobaugh (B)
Technical Assistant—Blake Lindgren
Eucharistic Ministers—Linda Nygard and Deb Fegenbush
Sunday, April 15, 2018—10:15 am
Acolytes—Lexy Baier and Sydnee Wynn
Greeter—Linda Nygard
Assisting Minister—Fred Hexom
Communion Assistants—Abbie Parker and Isaac Plambeck (B)
Technical Assistant—Emily Fleckenstein
Sunday April 22, 2018—10:15 am
Acolytes—Noah Dickman and Trevor Welp
Greeters—Judy Swanson and Amy Swenson
Assisting Minister—Amy Macfarlane
Communion Assistants—Judy Swanson
and Cyd Fleckenstein (B)
Technical Assistant—Pete Iversen
Eucharistic Ministers—Marian Erickson and Nancy Van Meter
Sunday, April 29, 2018—10:15 am
Acolytes—Mia Hall and Abbie Dickman
Greeters—Dave Midland, Jean Midland, and Dick Sea
Assisting Minister—Steve Macfarlane
Communion Assistants—Abby Whitsel and Trevor Welp (B)
Technical Assistant—Marlene Levine
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Funeral Helpers

The following are asked to bake a
cake or help in the kitchen for funerals
during the month. The Funeral Coordinator will contact you if needed.
Marilyn Hagberg, Shelley Hexom,
Angela Iversen, Connie Larson, Jenna
Liberto.

Ushers for April

Bullock Family (Darrel, Captain),
Gough Family, Ginny Ericson

Worship Helper Stewardship

Each Sunday there are a handful of
people who are noticed as being worship leaders, but it takes many more to
help a worship service happen. Some of
these people might not see their work as
a ministry, but it is. It is also worship
stewardship...taking care of things having to do with worship.
People are welcomed with smiling
faces in the narthex by the ushers and
greeters. Acolytes, an assisting minister,
the pastor, and communion assistants
are visible leaders and helpers to the
worship experience. The choir, organist,
and pianist play very important roles in
supporting our musical worship. The
technical assistants provide the visual
tools for the various parts of the liturgy
on the screen. The Altar Guild has already done the setup for the sacraments
and is ready to clean up after worship.
We can use more people in each of
these groups to assist with the ongoing
worship at Augustana. Is there one or
more of these positions that interest
you? We’d be glad to have more helpers.
Thank you.

Isn’t It Strange?

Wish List from the Soup Kitchen

Isn’t it strange how a $100 dollar bill seems
like such a large amount when you donate it to
the church, but such a small amount when you
go shopping?

Can you help out? The Siouxland Soup Kitchen
has need for the following items:

onions

carrots

celery

salmon

eggs

disposable salt and pepper shakers

jelly

potatoes

napkins

rubber gloves

Gravy Master (browning sauce)

hot sauce

cheese

milk
They are also in
need of some new microwave ovens because the
old ones are nearing the
end of their usefulness.

Isn’t it strange how endless an hour seems
when we are serving God, but how short it is
when we watch a football game for 60 minutes?
Isn’t it strange how 2 hours seem so long
when you’re at the church and how short they
seem when you’re watching a good movie?
Isn’t it strange that you can’t find things to say
when you’re praying, but you have no trouble on
thinking what to talk about with a friend?
Isn’t it strange how difficult and boring it is to
read one chapter of the Bible but how easy it is
to read 100 pages of a popular novel?
Isn’t it strange how everyone wants front-rowtickets to concerts or games, but they do whatever is possible to sit at the last row in the
church?
Isn’t it strange how we need to know about an
event for the church 2-3 weeks before the day
so we can include it in our agenda, but we can
adjust it for other events in the last minute?

Blessing of Lenten Baskets

Isn’t it strange how difficult it is to learn a fact
about God to share it with others, but how easy
it is to learn, understand, extend and repeat gossip?

Thank you for those families who filled the Lenten
baskets with useful objects to be shared with agencies who will get them to people who need them.
Giving something up for Lent is more than not
eating a particular food or drinking a particular beverage. It can also include serving all people and
striving for justice and peace (Affirmation of Baptism
vows).

Isn’t it strange how we believe everything that
magazines and newspapers say, but we question the words in the Bible?
Isn’t it strange how everyone wants a place in
heaven, but they don’t want to believe, do, or
say that God has already assured us of getting
there?
Isn’t it strange how we send jokes in e-mails
and they are forwarded right away, but when we
are going to send messages about God, we
think about it twice before we share it with others?

Hy-Vee Receipts for Irving School

IT’S STRANGE ISN’T IT?

Thank you for the Hy-Vee
receipts you’ve brought in for
Irving School.
Only those dated before
April 27 will be accepted this
spring. Watch for details
about when to start saving
them this fall.

Are you laughing? Are
you thinking about it?
Spread the word, and thank
God, because he loves you.
— Author Unknown —
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April 2018
Sun

1

Mon

2

Resurrection
9am Staff
of Our Lord:
meeting
Easter Sunday

Tue

3

8-9:30am
Easter Breakfast

5-9pm JfK

5-9pm JfK

8

9

10

2pm
Magic Club
2-6pm STH

15

3rd Sunday of
Easter

9am Staff
meeting
9:15am
Music staff
10:30am
Piece Corps
5-9pm JfK

16

9am Staff
meeting

5-9pm JfK
6:45pm Congregation
Council

17

2-6pm STH

5-9pm JfK

5-9pm JfK

22

23

24

4th Sunday of
Easter

2-6pm STH

29

5th Sunday of
Easter

9am Staff
meeting
9:15am
Music staff
10:30am
Piece Corps
5-9pm JfK

4

Thu

5

10am Women’s Bible
Study

Quarter Sunday

2nd Sunday
of Easter

Wed

Fri

6

6-7pm Soccer

11

12

13

6pm Pack
Backpacks

5-9pm JfK

6-7pm Soccer

18

19

20

25

26

7
10am AWE
Rehearsal

5-9pm Just
for Kix
7pm Women’s Bible
Study

3:30pm Bickford Cottage
Bible Study
and Commun- 5-9pm JfK
ion

Sat

10am-3pm
Confirmation
Instruction

14

21

6-7pm Soccer

27

28
9am-1pm
Confirmation
Instruction

5-9pm JfK

5-9pm JfK

6-7pm Soccer

30

9am Staff
meeting
9:15am
Music staff

2-6pm STH
5-9pm JfK

Sunday mornings: 8:00—Holy Communion, 9:00—Adult Education, Music with Mrs. Wooley,
9:15—Celebration Choir Rehearsal, Sunday School, 10:15—Holy Communion.
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Augustana Lutheran Church
600 Court St.
Sioux City, IA 51101
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Schedule:
8:00 Holy Communion Worship
9:00 Adult Education, Music with
Mrs. Wooley
9:15 Celebration Choir Rehearsal,
Sunday School
10:15 Holy Communion Worship

Mission Statements:
Church: A welcoming, caring congregation offering opportunities
for worship, spiritual growth, and
fellowship. We express our faith
and love to others in the name of
Jesus Christ.
Staff: We are called to work together to enhance the community
—unstaffed nursery available
of Augustana Lutheran Church as
—handicap accessible
we share our ministry of witness—free taxi to worship—277-0000 ing to the living God in Jesus
Christ, facilitating the gifts and
talents of people.

Office hours Mon-Fri 9:00 am-1:00 pm
Phone: 712-255-7694
Email: augustana1875@augustanasc.org
Web site: www.augustanasc.org
Facebook: Augustana Lutheran, Sioux City
April 2018

Augustana Congregation Council: Christi
Bullock (‘20); Caleb Christopherson, President (‘18); Adam Frisch (‘19); Pete Iversen
(‘20); Jeff Levine (‘20); Marlene Levine, Secretary; Linda Lindgren (‘19); David Midland
(‘18); The Rev. Del Olivier, Pastor; Lila
Plambeck (‘20); Martin Sea, Vice President
(‘19); Bob Swanson, Treasurer.
Augustana Foundation Board: Jeanne Emmons, Vice President (‘19); Carla Glass (‘20);
Fred Hexom (‘21); Kurt Peterson (‘21); Matt
Rixner, President (’19); Bob Stewart (‘19);
Judy Swanson, Secretary.

Pastor—The Rev. Del Olivier
Director of Music—Diana Wooley
Organists—Bob Barry and Shannon Peterson
Pianists—Bob Barry, Heidi Graben,
Angela Iversen, and Shannon Peterson
Mark Kochen—Sexton
Office Administrator—Bobbi Laskowske

