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In This Issue
From Pastor Jane
With the turn of a page we greet a new month. At the same
time we also greet the beginning oaf a new Church Year. The
New Year (for the church) signals the beginning of the season
of Advent—which this year happens on December 1. This is
the season when we prepare ourselves for the coming of the
Christ Child.
How do we prepare ourselves for this season? Perhaps with an
Advent Wreath, or some extra time for our daily devotions, or
preparing a Nativity to remind us of the humble beginnings of
our Savior. This season is also filled with traditional events.
Especially for those of us as members of Augustana Lutheran
Church some of those traditions include Swedish Rye Bread
baking, Korv making, Santa Lucia Festival, Lighting one more
candle on the Advent Wreath at church. This season also includes the busy-ness of preparing and sending out greetings to
our friends and family, decorating our homes for the holiday
season, and shopping for that “perfect” gift for someone we
love.
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Advent is a time for preparing our hearts to receive Jesus’ coming to us. We open ourselves to the wonder and the joy of this
season. In this season I especially enjoy the extra lights that
sparkle and twinkle. In a season that is cold and the nights are
longer than any other time of the year—the additional lights remind me that the greatest gift of all is already with us. We prepare to celebrate Jesus’ birth—while remembering that he is
already here! May you use this special time of the year to embrace the wonder of the birthday of the King!

From the Church Council President—Greetings, and may God’s blessings be upon you all.
I am pleased to report that we have moved into the next chapter of Augustana’s transition. We have installed Pastor Jane Johnston as our Interim Pastor, and we will have her as our pastor from now until a pastor accepts a permanent
Call. This means that Augustana’s position has stabilized. We no longer need to wonder who will be presiding at services. Pastor Jane is here for us, and she has a lot to offer us. She will help us a great deal during this next phase.
Naturally, the next question is what this “next phase” consists of. That question pairs nicely with the question that
is commonly asked, “When are we going to form the Call Committee?” I’ll answer both as follows. At the Council
Meeting November 12, we were joined by Rev. Mike Kroona, Assistant to the Bishop, who oversees transitional processes for WIS parishes. He gave us a lot of good information and great advice on our next steps.
First, before a Call Committee is formed, our membership must gather some information. This is because Synod
rules provide that the Call process cannot begin until the Church submits a 50+ page document to the Synod with information about the Church that will be entered into a database for pastors throughout the ELCA to access. Accordingly,
pastors throughout the ELCA have themselves submitted an informational document (80+ pages for them!) to the data
(continued on page 4)
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Address Changes
Please look at your listing in the
membership directory. Is it correct? Do we have a landline that
you no longer use? Willing to
share your cell number? Contact
us at 255-7694 or
churchamin@augustanasc.org
to provide corrections.
Thank you.

Fundraiser at Buffalo Alice’s
on Sunday November 10th
raised $1,850.86 for The
Warming Shelter. Thank you
to all who attended.
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Baptism Birthdays

Erik Hagberg
Andy Gray
Dave Nelson
Tanya McFall
Donna Walsh
Marty Sea
Rick Dickson
Devin McAllister
Heidi Graben
Chris Levine
Aiden Garbe
Mary Madsen
Amy Swenson
Diana Wooley
Amy Macfarlane
Molly Baker
Wendy Baker
Dick Erickson
Dave Madsen
Isaac Plambeck
Jennifer Stewart
Dawson Trobaugh
Clyde Robinson
Ryan Walsh
Trisha McAllister
Pastor Jane Johnston
Mykenzie Amick
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Mallory Sea
Nancy Van Meter
Brogan Gough
Arianna Trobaugh
Kate Rosencrants
Linda Kassis
Lisa Lines
Beverly Robinson
Corinne Anderson
Jennifer Harry
Ingrid Larson
Brenda Oehlerking
Tim Laros
Doug Sea

Wedding Anniversaries

6 Ron & Norma Parker
29 Pastor Jane & Pres
Johnston
If you see a missing name or
incorrect date, please advise
the office.

CROP Walk Update
The numbers are in from the 2019 Sioux City CROP Walk and this year Team Augustana raised $768. In
total, the walk raised $27,415. Of all the groups/churches that participated in the walk, we were #7 in donations and #5 for most walkers (18 people and 2 dogs!). Thank you to everyone who walked and donated! Together we are doing God's work with our hands (and feet) and helping to end hunger.
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Remember in prayer. . .

Children’s Christmas Program

Vicky Allington, Candace Borrall,
Glenna Brockhaus, Chase Broyhill,
Shaun Broyhill, Nancy Coacher, Kris
Dillman, Margaret Dorscheid, Kris
Grunig, Marlyn Hagberg, Paula Hebron, Ron Houske,
Olivia Kallaos, Mackenzie Keith, Ken Kounkel, Brian
Krusko, Luke Lindsey, Peter Macfarlane, Charlie
McAllister, Janice Mohan, Becky Moos, Louise Moreland, Jacob Muckey, Wendy Pohl, Gene Roach,
Alice Sea, Gary Sierk, Larry Simons, Dorothy Swenson, Meryl Tieck, Steve Trobaugh, Doug Walker, Karen Wall, Jane Ward, Tami Zerr, and those affected
by disasters throughout the world.

You’re invited! It’s Jesus’ birthday, and the
kids are ready to celebrate with him! What
does Jesus REALLY want
for his birthday? Come join
the kids at the December
15th 10:15 a.m. service and
find out.

Preparing for Advent and Christmas
We need help at 9:00 on
Saturday, November 30 to
prepare the chancel for Advent. Please join us if you
have about 60-90 minutes to
assist.

Christmas
Eve Worship

Immediately
following
the 10:15 service on Sunday,
December 23, we need help in switching from
Advent to Christmas. With enough people we
should be able to complete this in about 60
minutes. Thank you.

5:00 PM Festival Christmas Eve
Holy Communion with The Celebration Choir
10:30PM Festival Christmas Eve

If you or a family member is hospitalized
and you want a pastor to come visit, please
call the office (712-255-7694) or Pastor Jane’s
numbers.
Neither hospital is calling the
church with names of those
admitted, due to privacy laws,
they cannot call.

Holy Communion
Both Christmas Eve services will include candle
lighting at the close of the service.
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Time to Hang the Stockings!
BIG stockings, medium-sized stockings, little stockings, and baby stockings (and the pickle jar) you will
find all around the church during Advent. Why all the
stockings? WELCA voted that the Christmas Stocking
Funds would go to Camp High Hopes and so we hope
you will be generous. You will have an opportunity to
give the children your $$$$$ during the children’s moment and offering time and they
love to collect them and put them in
the pickle jar. They can also put
them in the stocking with their name
on it. Let’s show the Director (our
own Chris Liberto) what a great job
and Camp High Hopes does! Prepare for Christmas during the four
Sundays of Advent with giving
hearts. Thank you from your
WELCA Board and members!

December Benevolence
We are working with the Crittenton Center
again this year to help provide a brighter Christmas for some children. Ornaments are available
on the tree for you to select from. Please record
your name on sheet for tracking purposes. Each
ornament identifies age, sex, and some ideas
for gift preferences, please select items on the
list for your gift. It is not necessary to purchase
everything that is listed. Please place your gift
items in bags and attach the ornament tag you
selected to the outside of the bag. Please have
gifts returned by Sunday, December 15, 2019,
so the agency has
time to deliver them
to
the
families.
Thank you so much
for your generosity.

COUNCIL Continued from page 1:

base. These documents are used to compare and contrast traits of churches and pastors, with the objective of identifying compatibility and “pairing” pastors with a church in need. Think of it as “E-Harmony” for churches!
As such, any Call Committee will have as its first duty the compilation of the information the Congregation provides, and
completion and submission of the informational document. Allowing time for data entry, the process of pairing by the Synod can
begin. The Synod will provide its assistance to the Call Committee going forward from that point.
So, as of now, there is no Call Committee, and there will not be one, until we, as a Congregation, complete this minor task.
TO THAT END: the Council has developed a scheme of providing easy-access tools for Congregation members to provide the
information for the future Call Committee. Starting December 1, and continuing through January 12, there will be “post-its”
placed in the pews for members to write on, and those can be placed in the offering plates. Also, there will be a wall with paper on
it outside the Augsburg room, on which members can write or otherwise post information as well.
What information? Ther e ar e thr ee key questions that ar e the bases for stimulating thinking about who we ar e as a
Church, and what we do to promote ministry and Word: 1) What are the things that Augustana does well? 2) What are some
things that Augustana can do better? 3) What are some things you want in our next pastor?
The Council’s goal is to end this campaign January 12, gather together all of the inputs our members have submitted at our
January 14 Council meeting, and announce further information regarding a Call Committee at our Annual Meeting, January 19,
2020.
Your answers will provide valuable assistance in telling the ELCA who Augustana in Sioux City is, making it possible for
pastors out there seeking a call to see us and get a feel for who we are.
I am hopeful that for the reasons listed above, I have enhanced your understanding of this transition process, and I urge you
all to remain patient, or find patience, and work together as a Congregation through this next part of our transition. It is important
to remember where we were a month ago, and where we are now. We have a pastor. We have a shepherd for this flock: for services, for education, for guidance in our transition, and so much more! We are so fortunate because other churches in the same
position as ourselves, some here in Sioux City, do not have a pastor, and are either seeking an interim or relying on supply or laypersons for weekly services. Your Council is committed to work within the Synod’s process, and allow it to provide the maximum
amount of assistance. We will proceed methodically and meticulously to get as much out of this process as possible, so that Augustana in the end calls the right pastor at the right time. As always, please approach a Council member with any questions or concerns.
God’s blessings, and Merry Christmas!
Caleb Christopherson

Sunday, December 1, 2019—10:15 am
Acolyte—Abbie Dickman and Dawson Trobaugh
Greeters—Bob & Marge Swanson
Assisting Minister—Dick Lindblom
Communion Assistants—Daryl Bullock and Christy Bullock (B)
Technical Assistant—Fred Hexom
Eucharistic Ministers—Darla Williams & Linda Nygard
Sunday, December 8, 2019—10:15 am
Acolyte—Alyson & Mason Heck
Greeters—Linda Nygard & Marion Erickson
Assisting Minister—Marlene Levine
Communion Assistants—Mia & Cyd Fleckenstein (B)
Technical Assistant—Blake Lindgren

Worship assistants,
you are responsible for serving on the
day they are scheduled. If you are unable
to serve on a date scheduled, please
arrange for a substitute and notify the
office so the correct names may be
entered in the bulletin.

Funeral Helpers

Sunday, December 15, 2019—10:15 am
Acolyte—Sydnee Wynn & Ellie Dickman
Greeters—Jean Midland & Beth Schwaderer
Assisting Minister—David Madsen
Communion Assistants—Trevor & Madalyn Welp (B)
Technical Assistant—Pete Iversen
Eucharistic Ministers—Marian Erickson & Nancy Van Meter
Sunday, December 22, 2019—10:15 am
Acolyte—Mia Fleckenstein & Kaylyn Winters
Greeters—Dick Sea
Assisting Minister—Russ Wooley
Communion Assistants—Ollie Nygard & Lexi Baier (B)
Technical Assistant—Marlene Levine

The following are asked to bake a
cake or help in the kitchen for funerals
during the month. The Funeral Coordinator will contact you if needed.
Jean Midland, Linda Nygard, Dawn
Painter,
Beverly
Robinson,
Beth
Schwaderer, Gay Parker, DeeAnn Sales

Ushers for December
Skipp Schossow(Captain)
Mike Moos, Jean Huff, David Lindgren,
Mike Lindgren (Sub)

The 2020 Flower Chart

Tuesday, Christmas Eve, December 24, 2019—5:00 pm
Acolytes-Alyson,Mason,Sydnee,Dawson,Abbie,Noah,Abby,Alex
Assisting Minister—Fred Hexom
Communion Assistants—Jackson Wynn & Beth Schwaderer (B)
Technical Assistant—Robyn or Marlene Levine
Tuesday, Christmas Eve, December 24, 2019—10:30 pm
Acolytes—volunteers?
Assisting Minister—Dick Lindblohm
Communion Assistants—Marion Erickson & Deb McAllister (B)
Technical Assistant—Marlene or Robyn Levine
Sunday, December 29, 2019—10:15 am
Acolytes—Mia Fleckenstein & Madalyn Welp
Greeters—Amy Swenson
Assisting Minister—Dave Madsen
Communion Assistants—Ginny Ericson & Sydnee Wynn (B)
Technical Assistant—Blake Lindgren
Eucharistic Ministers—Pastor Jane Johnston
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The chart is posted in the narthex by
the north entrance to the nave. Please
sign up if and when you are willing to
donate bouquets that adorn the reredos.
The cost for a beautiful bouquet is $35.

Swedish Rye Bread

Santa Lucia Festival
2019

We are looking for youth and
adult volunteers to help with our
annual bread baking. This year
we are going to start making
dough at 1 p.m. on Friday, December 6, and work until all of the loaves are made
(perhaps 250!), probably midnight or 3am. We are
asking volunteers to sign up for two-hour blocks of
time, but will take whatever time people have available. If you aren’t up to kneading the dough, we can
use people to measure ingredients, wash dishes,
prep the pans, bag finished loaves, and help with
getting the loaves to the buyers. All help is welcome
and appreciated.
Sign up sheet will be passed at church, or call!
Loaves are $6.50 each. If you would like to order
bread, visit our website augustanasc.org
Contact Jeff Levine at 712-899-9185 with any
questions.
God’s Work, Our Hands.

Sunday, December 8
5:00-7:00 PM
This is the time of year when
we celebrate the Swedish heritage of Augustana
Lutheran Church .
It was 144 years ago that Swedish settlers established Augustana. We are not sure how they celebrated the first 80 years, but for 64 years we have
had the Lucia Festival.
This festival is purely a social event to which we
hope you will bring your extended family and
friends. We ask that you bring two dozen cookies
and a favorite dish such as a salad, vegetable, potato dish, rice pudding or meat dish to add to the
smorgasbord. The church provides Swedish potato
sausage (korv) and Swedish rye bread (that has
been made by members) and herring. The young
women in the Lucia Court serve the cookies, No
tickets are necessary, but a free will offering is taken.
The meal begins at 5 PM The 2018 Lucia will
be revealed after everyone has finished eating. The
celebration will conclude with the singing of Christmas carols (a couple in Swedish).
Many people work very hard on this festival
decorating, serving, and cleaning up. Please call
Marge Swanson at 712-252-1446 f you would like to
volunteer.
This is a great way to celebrate the holiday season.

Korv Making
Have you always wanted to learn
how to make potatis korv (potato sausage)? You have a chance to learn on
Friday, December 6 at 9 AM here at
the church. Come learn from those who have made it
for many years. Korv is served at the Santa Lucia
festival which is on Sunday, December 8. Plan to
come and have fun learning a new skill! Contact
Marge Swanson at 712-252-1446

Poinsettias for Christmas

You have the opportunity to purchase a poinsettia plant for our Christmas services. The
price this year is $10.00. Please fill out and return this form if you would like to place an order.
Thank you.
Orders must be placed by December 8, 2019. (Use extra paper if necessary)
Name:________________________________________________
I would like to give _________ plant(s) at $10.00 each. I have enclosed $ ________
My plant(s) is/are given to the Glory of God.___
My plant(s) is/are given in memory of_________________________________________________________
My plant(s) is/are given in honor of___________________________________________________________
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December 2019
Sun

1

1st Sunday in
Advent
Quarter Sunday

Mon

2

Piece Corps
10 a.m-2 p.m

Tue

3

Just for Kix
5-9 p.m.

Wed

4

Thu

5

Just for Kix
5-9 p.m.

Just for Kix
5-9 p.m.

8

9

Lucia Festival
5 p.m.

Just for Kix
5-9 p.m.

15

Fri

6

Siouxland Mental Health

Sat

7

Pick-up Bread

Korv/Bread

10

11

12

13

14

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

2nd Sunday in
Advent

3rd Sunday in
Advent

WELCA
Board 10 a.m.

Piece Corp
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Just for Kix
5-9 p.m.

Just for Kix
5-9 p.m.

Just for Kix
5-9 p.m.

Just for Kix
5-9 p.m.

10:15am Kids
Christmas
Program
Magic Club
2 p.m.

4th Sunday in
Advent
Decorate
Christmas
11:45

1st Sunday of
Christmas

5 PM Festival
Christmas Eve
service
10 PM Festival Christmas
Eve service

Nativity of
Jesus
Merry
Christmas

New Years
Eve

Sunday mornings: 8:00—Holy Communion, 9:00—Adult Education, Music with Mrs. Wooley, 9:15—Celebration Choir
Rehearsal, Sunday School, 10:15—Holy Communion
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Augustana Lutheran Church
600 Court St.
Sioux City, IA 51101
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Worship Schedule
8:00 AM Spoken Communion
9:00 AM Education
10:30 AM Holy Communion
—unstaffed nursery available
—handicap accessible
—free taxi to worship—
277-0000

Mission Statements:
Church: A welcoming, caring congregation offering opportunities
for worship, spiritual growth, and
fellowship. We express our faith
and love to others in the name of
Jesus Christ.
Staff: We are called to work together to enhance the community
of Augustana Lutheran Church as
we share our ministry of witnessing to the living God in Jesus
Christ, facilitating the gifts and
talents of people.

Augustana Congregation Council: Christi
Bullock (‘20); Caleb Christopherson,
President (‘21); Adam Frisch (‘19); Pete
Iversen (‘20); Jeff Levine (‘20); Marlene
Levine, Secretary; Dick Lindblom (‘21);
Linda Lindgren (‘19); Lila Plambeck (‘20);
Martin Sea, Vice President (‘19); Bob
Swanson, Treasurer Pro Tem.
Augustana Foundation Board: Carla Glass
(‘20); Dick Hettinger (‘22); Fred Hexom
(‘21); Steve Macfarlane (‘22); Kurt
Peterson (‘21); Bob Stewart (‘22); Mike
Moreland, Advisor, Judy Swanson,
Secretary.

Pastor—Jane Johnston
Church Administrator—Lauren Wainwright
Director of Music—Diana Wooley
Organists—Bob Barry and Shannon Peterson
Pianists—Bob Barry, Heidi Graben,
Angela Iversen, and Shannon Peterson
Sexton—

Phone: 712-255-7694
Email: ChurchAdmin@augustanasc.org
Web site: www.augustanasc.org
Facebook: Augustana Lutheran, Sioux City
December 2019
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