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Greetings! As the time of social distancing continues I wish I could be giving you the longawaited announcement that Augustana Lutheran will be having LIVE worship in the next week or so.
In an effort to remain cautious – and for the benefit of worshiping communities throughout the state
of Iowa, we have received a copy of the letter that was sent to Governor Reynolds on behalf of the
religious leaders across the state. I will share a bit of the letter in this newsletter but I wanted you to know that the decision to have the churches of Iowa remain closed until at least the first of June is not one that was arrived at easily. The
letter I am referring to is posted on the bulletin board in the east entrance of the church. Those who have agreed to this
decision are: Rev. Ian McMullen, General Presbyter, Presbytery of North Central Iowa; Bishop Laurie Haller, Iowa Conference of The United Methodist Church; Rev. Brigit Stevens, Executive Conference Minister; Iowa Nebraska, and South
Dakota UCC Conferences; The Right Reverend Alan Scarfe, Bishop of The Episcopal Diocese of Iowa; Bishop Thomas
R. Zinkula, Catholic Diocese of Davenport; Bishop Michael L. Burk, Southeastern Iowa Synod - ELCA; Rev. Lorna H.
Halaas, Bishop, Western Iowa Synod – ELCA; Bishop Steven L. Ullestad, Northeastern Iowa Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church of America; Rev. John M. Richardson, Interim Regional Minister, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the
Upper Midwest; Rev. Jacquline L. Saxon, Executive Minister of Mid-American Baptist Churches of Iowa and Minnesota;
Tim Button-Harrison, Northern Plains District Executive, Church of the Brethren; Rev. David Feltman, Ecumenical Connections of Iowa Coordinator; Rev. Kristin Pike, Presbyterian Church (USA), Stated Clerk of the Presbyteries of Des
Moines and North Central Iowa; Pat Shipley, Stated Clerk, Presbytery Missouri River Valley; Rev. Richard Francis, Stated
Clerk, Presbytery of Prospect Hill, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.); Elder Amgad Beblawi, Interim Executive Presbyter,
Presbytery of Des Moines; Rebecca Blair, Ph.D., Stated Clerk, Presbytery of East Iowa; Rev. Chaz Ruark, Executive
Presbyter, John Knox Presbytery; Nathan Luitjens, Executive Conference Minister, Central Plains Mennonite Conference;
Susan Janzen, Conference Minister for Ministerial Leadership, Central Plains Mennonite Conference; Amanda Bleichty,
Conference Minister for Christian Formation, Central Plains Mennonite Conference.
Bishop Halaas informed us that Bishop R. Walker Nickless of the Sioux City Catholic Diocese indicated that the suspension of Sunday Mass statewide remains in effect.
I wanted to share with you a portion of the letter from the ecumenical leadership but am more than willing to share it
with you via email, mailing you a copy, and having copies of the letter available at the church office.
“In the spirit of ecumenism, we join together in asking congregations and members across the state to take faithful
action by refraining from in-person religious gatherings, including worship. We encourage and hope that congregations
will worship and gather in community from afar continuing the use of technology and other means. Decisions to return to
in-person gathering in our congregations should be based on science, the best practices recommended by public health
officials, and in consultation with the leaders of our faith communities.
It is by our faith that we are compelled to love our neighbor. In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, that love comes
to expression by remaining physically apart. Loving our neighbor, and thereby the whole community, includes putting public health and the well being of others ahead of the natural desire to be physically present together in community and in
worship.
As faith leaders, our hearts grieve for the immense pain and suffering felt by so many during these times. Whether
mourning the loss of a loved one who has died from the coronavirus; facing the economic stress due to the loss of employment, business, or income; feeling isolated or alone; experiencing the stress of managing children and work from
home; carrying the burden of uncertainty from the disaster and when a new normal may emerge, we pray you might find
strength and hope in God’s unending and ever-present love.”
This “excerpt” is longer than I originally intended it to be but I felt it important that we all understand the gravity of the
situation. Know that I continue to lift each of you in prayer and ask that you do the same. Stay Safe – Stay at Home –
Stay Close to God Pastor Jane

Birthdays

May 2020

1 Mackenzie Gough

Address Changes
Please look at your listing in the
membership directory. Is it correct? Do we have a landline that
you no longer use? Willing to
share your cell number? Contact
us at 255-7694 or
churchadmin@augustanasc.org
to provide corrections.
Thank you.
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Braedyn Glass

8 Kelsi Coles
9

Pastor Del Olivier

14 Nolan McCarville
15 Julie McGlothlen

19 Tyler Welp

Hillary Rosencrants

10 Louise Moreland
Lindsey Rixner
Cynthia Welp
Spencer Will
12 Ryan Walsh

19 Miles Rixner

Wedding Anniversaries

20 Joslynn Amick
21 Scott Plambeck
22 Karoline Nguyen
Lori Padmore

17 Daniel & Heidi Graben
20 Andrew & Kimberley Baier
Robert & Lori Padmore

23 Rosemary Forsling
Mason Heck

30 Steven & Brenda Oehlerking

26 Austin Baier
Mila Coles

31 Timothy & Kelsi Coles

Trevor Welp

27 Jordan Amick

Abby Whitsel

28 Carl Peterson

Jackson Wynn
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23 Devin McAllister

18 Jerry Levay
Renae Rapp

Whitney Lindgren

Eric Olivier

18 Gemma Harry
Abigail Whitsel

17 Steven MacFarlane
Nicole McGlothlen

Noah Dickman
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14 Dean Koeppen

16 Dick Lindblom
Gloria Smith
Rollie Whitsel

Lexy Baier

2 Jonathan Levay
Shannon Peterson
5 Jeanne Emmons
Kurtis Peterson

Samuel Coles

6 Sydney Jennings
7

Baptism Birthdays

Donavon & Kirsten Wynn

If you see a missing
name or incorrect date,
please advise the office.

29 Evan Iversen
31 Victoria Nelson
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If you or a family member is
hospitalized and you want a
pastor to come visit, please
call the office (712-255-7694)
or Pastor Jane’s numbers.

Remember in prayer. . .
Doug Albrecht, Vicky Allington, Candace
Borrall, Glenna Brockhaus, Chase Broyhill,
Shaun Broyhill, Kris Dillman, Margaret Dorscheid, Kris Grunig, Pastor Gary Harris, Paula
Hebron, Terry Heck, Arlene Hedrik Ron Houske, Olivia Kallaos,
Mackenzie Keith, Sherrie Kochen, Ken Kounkel, Brian Krusko,
Richard Lacy, Jack Langley, Jerry Levay, Luke Lindsey, Peter
Macfarlane, Charlie McAllister, Janice Mohan, Becky Moos,
Louise Moreland, Jacob Muckey, Charlie Parker, Bruce Peterson,
Wendy Pohl, Gene Roach, Alice Sea, Gary Sierk, Larry Simons,
Paul Smith, Dorothy Swenson, Terry Terrill, Meryl Tieck, Steve
Trobaugh, Dennis Usher, Doug Walker, Jane Ward, Tami Zerr

Neither hospital is calling the church with
names of those admitted, due to privacy laws,
they cannot call.

Church Cleaning
Come and join the team that meets to clean the
church on Tuesdays at 9:00 am once we are back
to normal and able to attend church. Vacuuming,
Dusting, Cleaning, and other odds and ends that
need to be done.

May 3rd: Steve, Gay, Abbie Parker; Arron Peterson; Kurt,
Shannon, Carl, and Ross Peterson; Tom Peterson
May 10th: Scott, Lila, Zack, Isaac Plambeck; Lynne Rask;
Jason, Amy, Sophia, and Isaiah Renneke; Matt, Lindsey, Sofie,
Stella, Lennon, and Miles Rixner; Clyde and Beverly Robinson;

Lots of up keep for our beautiful old building
Contact Dick Lindblom at 712.251.2453 for more information.

May 17th: Kim and Carol Rogers; Kate and Hillary Rosencrants; Curtis, DeeAnn, and Sam Sales; Jason, Mickie, Grant, Lily
Saltzgiver; Jarred, Leigh, Kaden, Brecken Schossow;
May 24th: Skip, Sheila Schossow; Kevin, Beth, Ben, and Tara
Schwaderer; Darold “Dick” and Alice Sea; Doug Sea; Aubrey,
Mallory, and Steffi Sea
May 31th: Marty Sea; Virginia Sewalson; Gloria Smith; Bob,
Jenny, Charlie and Annie Stewart; Doug and Susie Strohbeen.

The Call committee continues to “meet” via Zoom video conference,
every Thursday night from 7pm-8:30pm. We are having great discussions and we need to remind ourselves that we are still in the beginning of the Call process. Our #1 emphasis is still on the Ministry
Site Profile (MSP). This is the 12 page document that describes our
church, our ministry, our demographics, and an initial insight into what we are looking for in a Pastor. We are doing our best to tell the story of Augustana Lutheran Church. We are keeping in mind
these questions: (1) What does our congregation want/expect of us during this Call process? (2)
What is expected of us according to our faith in Jesus Christ? We are nearing completion of the
MSP, and hope to have it to the Church Council soon so they can discuss it at their next meeting in
May. If they approve it, we will send it off to the Western Iowa Synod.
Scott Plambeck– Chairman
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Even though we are not able to pass the collection plate each week, your offerings are still important to the church as bills and expenses continue during these times. You may send your contributions to Augustana Lutheran Church, 600 Court St, Sioux City, IA 51101 or bring to the office between
9 a.m. and 1 p.m. Monday – Friday.
If you are interested in the Simple Giving program, more information and forms are available in the
church office.
You may also set up weekly or monthly bill pay though your bank. Once you have that set up, you
can direct your bank to mail the check to the church to be processed with the offerings.

Two Benevolence Projects for May
In this time that some of our choices have been reduced, where
to dine or recreate, let’s have some choice ways to help the world
be better.

We have helped Camp High Hopes in the past. It’s time to return to that joyful place. Maybe not with a planting project, but with
a funding project. We will let the camp decide how to use our donations. Make your checks payable to Augustana and indicate in
the Memo Camp High Hopes.
The second effort for the month and summer is Up From
The Earth, the planting project. Plant extra in your garden
for the food pantries of Siouxland. Just about any garden produce can be accepted. We seem to have a little more time
right now to get this started. As before, I will be glad to pick up
produce from your homes, but probably not harvest it. Seeds
and some seedlings are available for this project. Pamphlets
and an inspiring poster are on the lower level bulletin board.
Dick Hettinger, Benevolence Mission Team.
712.253.6242
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Prayer Journal

Prayer journaling is a way to dialogue with God daily, so that we can remember what and how God is
speaking to us. Here are some key ways to do it:
Begin to write - There are so many ways you can journal. God will give you creativity. Some examples
are prayers, poetry, your dreams, goals, burdens, delights, joys, Scripture, songs, letters, or whatever
God is saying to you.
Journal regularly but not out of duty - You may journal daily, weekly, or as often as you like. It is real-

ly up to you. It is important not to look at prayer journaling as a heavy burden or a duty. It’s a friend and
will help you in life rather than weigh you down with another responsibility.
Record prayer requests and date them - You can look back at how God answered your prayers. This
will build your faith in prayer. It will also remind you of requests that need more intercession.
Record God’s answers to your prayers - My husband recorded the dates of answered prayer while
living overseas, and he saw how faithfully God answered his prayer requests. It is a testimony of God’s
goodness.
Watch for the progress you are making in your spiritual life - I always look back in my prayer jour-

nals and see how I develop spiritually from year to year. It helps me so much to see spiritual progress in
my life and how God is working.
Write out what God is saying to you - This is important so that you can look at your journal during the
quiet seasons in your spiritual life. Ask yourself, “How is God personally revealing Himself to me?”
Write out key Bible verses that speak to you during times of prayer - God will guide and help you in
important times of decision-making by using Scripture.
Prayer journaling will help you to see real growth in your life because you are bringing to God
the things that concern you. Through journaling, you will see your life more clearly through God’s

eyes. He has so much to say when we give Him time and seek His face. It’s important to write it down
and not miss out on the wisdom He wants to share with us.
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The Sharing Table
In these times when there are many people in need, we can help by watching what we throw away. Members
of Augustana have been recycling a few things for many years, and we can continue to do more. The Sharing
Table is located in the lower level behind the Augsburg Room and has baskets for each of the following items.
Organizations who benefit from our recycling efforts are:
Irving School – Box Top$ for Education from General Mills cereal and other products. Each label is
worth 10¢ and money is used for various things at the school. The tabs can be redeemed regardless of expiration date and can be saved the entire year. Campbell labels are no longer being collected.
Hy-Vee receipts are cash for the school, receiving $1 for every $100 worth of receipts during the school
year. (Collection of receipts has stopped for the summer but will resume in August.)
Ronald McDonald House –Tabs from beverage cans and other types of cans are part of their income
being redeemed for cash.
Lions Club – Al types of discarded eye glasses and frames are recycled to provide eyewear for people in
need in developing countries.
Council on Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence – Discarded cell phones and chargers are reprogrammed and given to women who may need instant help to keep them safe.
We now have a source where we can take used batteries without being charged. Place them in the plastic bag to avoid any leaking.

Kids Corner
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May 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

4th Sunday of
Easter

5th Sunday of
Easter

6:45PM Church
Council
Meeting Via
Zoom

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

6th Sunday of
Easter

7th Sunday of
Easter

31

Pentecost
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Augustana Lutheran Church
600 Court St.
Sioux City, IA 51101
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Worship Schedule
8:00 AM Spoken Communion
9:00 AM Education
10:15 AM Holy Communion
—unstaffed nursery available
—handicap accessible
—free taxi to worship—
277-0000

Mission Statements:
Church: A welcoming, caring congregation offering opportunities
for worship, spiritual growth, and
fellowship. We express our faith
and love to others in the name of
Jesus Christ.
Staff: We are called to work together to enhance the community
of Augustana Lutheran Church as
we share our ministry of witnessing to the living God in Jesus
Christ, facilitating the gifts and
talents of people.

Augustana Congregation Council:
Christi Bullock (‘20); Pete Iversen, Vice
President (‘20); Jeff Levine (‘20); Lila
Plambeck (‘20); Caleb Christopherson,
President (‘21); Dick Lindblom (‘21);
Ollie Nygard (‘22); Linda Lindgren (‘22);
Sue LeVay (‘22); Bob Swanson, Treasurer
Pro Tem.; Marlene Levine, Secretary.
Augustana Foundation Board:
Fred Hexom (‘21); Kurt Peterson (‘21);
Dick Hettinger (‘22); Steve Macfarlane
(‘22); Bob Stewart. President (‘22); Derek
Trobaugh (‘23); Mike Moreland, Advisor,
Judy Swanson, Secretary.

Interim Pastor—Jane Johnston
Church Administrator—Heidi Kramer
Director of Music—Diana Wooley
Organists—Bob Barry and Shannon Peterson
Pianists—Bob Barry, Heidi Graben,
Angela Iversen, and Shannon Peterson

Phone: 712-255-7694
Email: ChurchAdmin@augustanasc.org
Web site: www.augustanasc.org
Facebook: Augustana Lutheran, Sioux City
May 2020
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